Global strategy on diet, physical activity and health 

Agenda Item 12.6, A57/9 

Action by the World Health Assembly

Proposed deletions are shown as deleted text, proposed additions are shown as bold text.

The changes in the proposed Resolution are governed by the following principles: 

· The need for consistency of approach to the private sector, accountability and protection of policy making from undue influence.

· The need for accountability through a code of marketing.
· The need to preserve and protect healthy indigenous and traditional food systems

· The need to ensure that all concerned with implementation of the strategy are committed to its principles, aims and objectives.
· The need to express what are the determinants of health and disease 

· The need to restore explicit reference to the scientific foundation of the strategy

Principle: The need for consistency of approach to the private sector, accountability and the protection of policy making from undue influence.

Pargraph 61 of the Strategy encourages collaboration and partnership between the private sector, governments and NGOs. There are no procedures for limiting or managing such relationships, or for protecting the policy making processes, or for holding companies accountable for activities which undermine the aims of the Strategy. The one reference to avoiding conflicts of interest in the Resolution is not explored or expanded upon any where else.


This runs counter to the approach adopted by WHA on tobacco and infant feeding which clearly stipulate the appropriate role for the private sector. For example, WHA Resolution 54.2  on infant feeding requests the DG (2) “to foster, with all relevant sectors of society, a constructive and transparent dialogue in order to monitor progress towards implementation of the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes and subsequent relevant Health Assembly resolutions, in an independent manner and free from commercial influence” While  Resolution 49.15 (1996) urged Member States to “ensure that the financial support for professionals working in infant and young child health does not create conflicts of interest…”

The Framework Convention on Tobacco in Articles 5.3, 12 (e) and 20.4 (c) obligate parties to protect public health policies from commercial and other vested interests of the tobacco industry.  Many of the companies involved in the Diet Strategy are also involved in tobacco and infant feeding.  

Agenda  Item 12.6. A57/9  Proposed amendments.

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution Paragraph 16, 7th preambular paragraph:

“ Mindful also that these major behavioural and environmental risk factors are amenable to modification through implementation of concerted essential public-health action, as has been demonstrated in the global strategy on infant and young child feeding, the framework convention on tobacco control and in several member states.  

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution, Paragraph; 16.2.5 

“to encourage mobilization of all concerned social and economic, including scientific, professional, nongovernmental, voluntary, private sector, civil society, and industry associations  and to engage them actively"  and to define their appropriate  specified roles, in keeping with principles for avoidance and proper management of conflicts of interest, in implementing the strategy and achieving its aims and objectives.

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution, Paragraph; 16.3   

“Calls upon other international organizations and bodies to give high priority within their respective mandates and programmes to and invites public and private stakeholders including the donor community to join and  support  insert: cooperate with governments in the promotion of  safeguard and uphold standards for healthy diets and physical activity to improve health outcomes;

Principle: the need for accountability through a code of marketing.                         

Experience in other and associated fields shows that Codes agreed at an international level are essential to provide standardized rules and guidelines for all concerned.  As well as protecting public health, these also provide accountability and encourage best industry practice whilst discouraging irresponsible practices.  Without any accountability measures a company could claim to be supporting the strategy with a small gesture, while continuing to use practices which jeopardise health. 

Agenda  Item 12.6. A57/9  Proposed amendments.

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution, Paragraph; 16.5

5 REQUESTS the Director General 

(1)
 to provide technical advice and support, including an international code of marketing (including advertising) of food at both global and regional levels to Member States, when requested, in implementing the strategy and in monitoring and evaluating implementation.  ….

Principle: Need to restore explicit reference to the scientific foundation of the strategy

Previous drafts of the strategy included explicit reference to and recommendation of the 2003 WHO/FAO report on ‘Diet, Nutrition and the Prevention of Chronic Diseases’. This report, commissioned as requested by the World Health Assembly, with its background papers, is the immediate scientific foundation of the strategy. This report also includes quantified goals for consumption of foods and nutrients, which are necessary in planning food supplies at all levels from international to local, and for communities, families and individuals to plan what to buy and consume 

Agenda  Item 12.6. A57/9  Proposed amendments.

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution, Paragraph; 4 change in first sentence and new third sentence  

“which contains recommended population goals for various foods and nutrients, was distributed in draft form to Member States in March 2003, and formally issued the following month. It was thus made available to Member States during their regional consultations on the strategy. Its analysis and its recommendations, together with its technical background papers, form the immediate scientific basis for the strategy.”  

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution, Paragraph; 6 
The draft global strategy contains inputs from the Report of the Joint WHO/FAO Expert Consultation, recent annual WHO world health reports, other sources, and from the interactions described below: 

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution, Paragraph; 4 footnotes on second page  

Reference 1: World Health Organization. Diet, Nutrition and the Prevention of Chronic Diseases. Report of a Joint WHO/FAO expert consultation. WHO Technical Report Series 916. Geneva: WHO, 2003. Also available at www.who.int 

Reference 2: As above, followed by … and for example World Health Organization. The World Health Report 2002. Reducing Risks, Promoting Healthy Life. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2002. 

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution, Paragraph  16, new fifth item

Recalling ‘Diet, Nutrition and the Prevention of Chronic Diseases, the Report of the Joint WHO/FAO Consultation as requested in WHA 55.23 in the 55th World Health Assembly and published in 2003, which with its background papers is the immediate scientific foundation for the strategy

Principle: Need to preserve and protect healthy indigenous and traditional food systems
The resolution and the strategy as drafted, often imply that current food systems are unhealthy and need to be changed. This may be frequently or generally true of industrialised food systems, as it is with inadequate and monotonous food supplies of severely impoverished populations. But over many centuries, populations have developed traditional food systems which, when adequate, are economical, environmentally sound and nutritionally balanced.  The strategy should protect and preserve indigenous and traditional food systems that are healthy, as well as discourage importation of unhealthy, expensive overly processed and packaged foods.  
Agenda  Item 12.6. A57/9  Proposed amendments.

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution, Paragraph 16, sub paragraph 9

Recognising the importance of a global strategy… including support of healthy sustainable indigenous, traditional and modern food systems, healthy ways of life, facilitation of healthier environments… 

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution  Paragraph 16.5.4

to strengthen international cooperation with other organisations of the United Nations system and bilateral agencies, to protect, preserve, promote and develop healthy, sustainable  indigenous and traditional and modern food systems, together with sustained physical activity throughout life. 

Principle: Need to ensure that all concerned with implementation of the strategy are committed to its principles, aims and objectives. 

 A general purpose of the strategy is to engage the commitment of all concerned. It should not be assumed, nor is it true, that currently all parties (‘stakeholders’) are committed to the aims of the strategy, or even wish to be. 

Agenda  Item 12.6. A57/9  Proposed amendments.

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution paragraph  14, second sentence 

… the combined commitment, energy, resources… 

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution paragraph  16, seventh paragraph

Recognizing the existing vast body of knowledge and public health potential, the opportunity for all concerned collectively to commit to improve public health, the need to reduce the level…

Resolution EB 113 R7, Resolution paragraph  16.5 (5)
to cooperate with civil society and with public and private stakeholders in order to ensure their individual and collective commitment to the aims and objectives of the strategy and to reducing…  

Principle: Need to express what are the determinants of health and disease 

The global strategy confirms that health and disease have underlying and basic as well as immediate causes, are usually not a matter just of personal choice, and are not just a factor of income. In high-income countries this is true for many sub-populations and also for young people. 

Agenda  Item 12.6. A57/9  Proposed amendments to terminology

Resolution EB 113 R7,  Throughout the resolution

Do not use the term ‘lifestyle/s’ and instead use the term ‘ways of life’ 

Except where the text refers only to individual behaviour, usually replace the term ‘diet/s’ with the term ‘food systems, supplies and diets’. 

Do not use the term ‘developed country/ies’ and ‘developing countries’ and instead use the terms ‘the South’ and ‘the North’, or ‘low/ middle/ high income countries’ as appropriate
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