Agenda Item 12.15  - Infant and Young Child Feeding

Breastmilk substitutes should carry WARNINGS – NOT  nutrition and health CLAIMS 

57th WHA Draft Resolution Infant and Young Child Nutrition

A57/A Conf.Paper No 4

Draft resolution proposed by the delegations of Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nepal and Palau
Please support the draft Resolution with one small amendment on point 1.2. The French text is fine. 

1. 
Urges Member States:

1. (2) 
should read:

to ensure that  false health and nutrition claims are not permitted for foods for infants and young children.

Rationale:

Claims on any breastmilk substitute idealize the product and are in contravention of Article 9 of the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitute. They inevitably undermine exclusive and sustained breastfeeding.

Claims for processed baby foods for children under 3 years idealise the products and also undermine exclusive breastfeeding and the consumption of healthy indigenous family foods. 

Any ingredient changes to breastmilk substitutes must first be proven safe and nutritionally effective through independently funded research.  All ingredients must be listed clearly on the nutrition panel.  Any one ingredient should never be promoted as having a special health effect.  All breast milk substitutes are by nature deficient compared to breastmilk, so all claims are misleading. 

The word ‘false’ is unnecessary and implies that other claims may be allowed. All claims on baby milks and baby foods are misleading and pose risks to health.   Instead of claims, warnings about the risk of intrinsic contamination of powdered infant formulae are needed. 

The Global Strategy on Infant and Young Child Feeding recommends that parents exclusively breastfeed their children for the first six months of life. Locally available, nutritious complementary foods can be introduced at six months with continued breastfeeding to two years and beyond (WHA Resolution 54.2). 

Why WHA should take a position on dealing with the health consequences of powdered infant formulas contaminated with Enterobacter sakazakii 

1. The mandate of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (the Joint WHO/FAO Commission) is to set standards for food products and food commodities. It deals with such technical matters as the definition, composition, hygienic standards and labelling of food products.

2. Codex has a dual mandate to: 

- facilitate fair practices in the trade of food and food    products 

- and the protection of consumer health.

3. WHA's mandate as stated in the WHO Constitution is to uphold the principle of the highest attainable standard of health as a fundamental human right.

In the area of nutrition, its mandate is to promote healthy nutrition for all the world's people, the prevention and reduction of malnutrition through the collaborative support to Member States.

Hence it is clearly the role of WHA to show leadership and guidance to Codex and Member States. WHA must take specific action to address the health consequences of contaminated formulas and recommend that Member States put safeguards in place immediately to reduce the disease and mortality risks associated with this urgent public health concern

Global Strategy on infant and Young Child Feeding 

Para 26:
Improving feeding practices


“Mothers, fathers and other caregivers should have access to objective, consistent and complete information about appropriate feeding practices, free from commercial influence. ....

Appropriate complementary feeding depends on accurate information
and skilled support from the family, community and health care system. Inadequate knowledge about appropriate foods and feeding practices is often a greater determinant of malnutrition than the lack of food. Moreover, diversified approaches are required to
ensure access to foods that will adequately meet energy and nutrient needs of growing children, for example use of home- and community-based technologies to enhance nutrient density, bioavailability and the micronutrient content of local foods.


15. Providing sound and culture-specific nutrition counselling to mothers of young children and recommending the widest possible use of indigenous foodstuffs will help ensure that local foods are prepared and fed safely in the home. The agriculture sector has a particularly important role to play in ensuring that suitable foods for use in complementary feeding are produced, readily available and affordable.


16. In addition, low-cost complementary foods, prepared with locally available ingredients using suitable small-scale production technologies in community settings, can help to meet the nutritional needs of older infants and young children.

Article 1.4 of the Codex Draft Guidelines for the Use of Nutrition and Health Claims at Step 8 states: Nutrition and health claims shall not be permitted for foods for infants and young children except where specifically provided for in relevant Code standards or national legislation.
