Report on the 51st Session / 52nd Pre-Session of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child

25 May – 19 June 2009

I. General information

Since 1993, there have been close to 500 State party reports prepared for review by the CRC Committee, of which about 400 have been considered so far. More and more of these are 2nd, 3rd and even 4th reports. In order to catch up on late reporting, the Committee has asked several States Parties to present combined 2nd + 3rd or 3rd + 4th reports for a specific date and as of September 2009, the Committee will meet in parallel dual chambers to reduce the backlog..

Unfortunately, still a few countries such as Afghanistan, Cook Islands, Nauru, Niue, Tuvalu & Tonga, have not presented any report to the Committee though they have been requested to do so on several occasions. 
From one session to another, the functioning of the Committee remains similar – as described in Part II (Articles 42 - 46) of the Convention. The most recent session 51 was divided into two parts, the session per se, and the pre-session (of session 52). Committee members met almost every day during this period of four weeks, on some occasions in private (to prepare common public statements, discuss Concluding Observations, General Comments, etc.), but mostly in public meetings to examine six State Party periodic reports (Bangladesh, France, Mauritania, Niger, Sweden and Romania) as well as the reviews on the optional protocol relative to the sale of children and to children in armed conflict: Oman and Slovenia. This report discusses only the six periodic reviews. The Committee also met in pre-session a number of NGOs from several of the countries that will be reviewed in September 2009 (session 52).

The members of the CRC Committee are: Ms. Agnes Akosua Aidoo (Ghana), Ms. Hadeel Al-Asmar*
 (Syria), Mr. Luigi Citarella (Italy), Mr. Kamel Filali (Algeria), Mr. Peter Guran* (Slovakia), Ms. Maria Herczog (Hungary), Ms. Moushira Khattab (Egypt), Mr. Sanphasit Koompraphanz* (Thailand), Mr. Hatem Kotrane (Tunisia), Mr. Lothar Krappmann (Germany), Ms. Yanghee Lee** (Republic of Korea), Ms. Marta Mauras Perez* (Chile), Ms. Maria Rosa Ortiz (Paraguay), Mr. Awich Pollar (Uganda)**, Mr. Dainius Puras (Lithuania), Mr. Kamla Devi Varmah* (Mauritius), Ms. Susan Villaran de la Puente* (Peru), Mr. Jean Zermatten (Switzerland)**. Ms. Yanghee Lee (Republic of Korea) was re-elected chairperson of the Committee. Ms Agnes Aidoo, Mr. Kamel Filali, Ms. Rosa Maria Ortiz and Mr. Jean Zermatten were the elected Vice-Chairpersons. Mr. Lothar Krappmann, the Rapporteur.

Committee members’ domains of expertise and cultural backgrounds
 are various (legal, judiciary, medical, education, social, and other). Issues related to health and nutrition of infants and young children remain of central importance to many Committee members who have stressed this to GIFA staff on several occasions and discuss them at practically every review.

The most recent biannual elections took place on 16 December 2008 and this session was the first during which the new Committee met to review the periodic reports of States parties.
1) Plenary session 50 (12-30 January 2009)

During the Plenary sessions, six States parties, Bangladesh, France, Mauritania, Niger, Romania and Sweden, were reviewed in relation to the convention itself (periodic review). Questions asked by Committee members to the government representatives followed the usual given order, with issues linked to the child’s rights to health, nutrition and more specifically breastfeeding entering into “basic health and welfare”. Two States parties were reviewed regarding the two optional protocols.
At the end of the session, the Committee made official recommendations to the State parties in its Concluding Observations
.

Representatives from NGOs and UN organisations attended the session but did not intervene; there were occasions to meet informally with Committee members, and to discuss relevant documentation with them, data and country reports on, for example, health and nutrition issues, including breastfeeding. The Committee uses some of this material to formulate its questions to government officials. 

The size of government delegations varies from one country review to the other: some are very large, with official delegates from a variety of ministries such as Health, Education, Social Affairs, Gender, Family Affairs, Economy, Labour… - this was the case of the French and the Swedish delegations with more than 20 people each!; while others are considerably smaller. NGOs attending the sessions usually change daily depending on the countries being reviewed. Those attending the France and Sweden meetings were very numerous – as well as boisterous at times.
During the session, GIFA staff met with several members of the CRC Committee, including the new members, to discuss specific issues of concern.

2) Pre-session meeting 52 (15-19 June 2009)
The Pre-session meetings are not open to the public. During the pre-session, representatives from NGOs from Bolivia*, Mozambique*, Pakistan*, Philippines*, Poland**, Qatar*, Turkey** and Yemen** had been invited to meet with the Committee regarding the periodic* and optional protocol** reviews to be held in September 2009. 
The pre-session meetings generally last three hours per country, and participants include representatives from domestic and international NGOs and/or national NGO coalitions as well as international organisations such as WHO, UNICEF, etc. that have prepared reports on child rights in these countries. Government officials are not present. The Committee questions NGO representatives on various issues but most importantly on specific difficult or controversial issues. GIFA encourages IBFAN members to contact the national NGO coalition of their country
 to take part in the preparation of a national coalition alternative (or shadow) report in time for the pre-session. Also, GIFA contacts IBFAN groups in each country to prepare a short country report focused on the situation of infant and young child feeding. 

The NGO Group for the CRC sets up a meeting during the pre-session and NGOs based in Geneva meet representatives from these NGO Coalitions. It is interesting for these National Coalitions to hear about the situation in other countries, as well as the experiences of other National Coalitions.GIFA staff attended this Forum.
II. Country Reviews

The following summary concerns the discussions relating to the six countries examined during the Plenary session, Bangladesh, France, Mauritania, Niger, Sweden and Romania. IBFAN-GIFA had received a report on the situation of breastfeeding from four IBFAN national groups.

1) Bangladesh (3 June 2009)
This was the review of Bangladesh’s combined third + fourth periodic report. The country was represented by a team of 9 people none of which was from the Ministry of Health. IBFAN presented a report on the breastfeeding situation based on the World Breastfeeding Trends Initiative (WBTI) that had been prepared earlier in 2008-2009 by several stakeholders. Mr. S. Koompraphant and Ms. A. Aidoo were country rapporteurs.

Legislation and other measures: Since the last review, some legislative measures have been taken: “Vision 2021” is in development to mark 50th anniversary of the country; 3rd National Plan of Action (2005-2010; previous plans in 1990, 1999); Penal Code Act Amendment (2004); Bengali Labour Law (2006); Policy for the advancement of women (2008); Citizen Ordinance Amendment (2008); Prevention of repression against Women Act. New institutions regarding children have been created such as the Human Rights Commission (2008) whose budget and role were discussed in length. The Ministry of Women and Children Affairs is responsible for child rights but there seems to be lack of harmonisation between the various laws and agencies. 
The discussion concerned the following issues: poverty (40% of population has less than $1/day) and rapid urbanization have led to instability and violence, child labour and very degraded living conditions; the financial crisis has had some impact but not as detrimental as expected. Other issues: education (high budget; free and compulsory primary education for 5 years; efforts to reduce dropout rates at both primary and secondary level; quality of teaching is rather poor; high student-teacher ratios especially in urban areas: 65/1); sexual abuse and exploitation; age of marriage remains low; juvenile justice (age of criminal responsibility gone up from 7 to 9 but remains very low; death penalty possible between 16-18 will be under discussion in future; three juvenile courts); budgets (allocation; donor dependency up to 44%); violence to children; birth registration (aiming for 100%; presently collected manually); nationality of the child and non discriminatory measures for all people born in the country since 1971; definition of the child (different ages for majority: 18; criminal responsibility: 9; marriage; death penalty: 16…); child labour (trafficking including as camel jockeys); violence (especially against girl child and women; safe-centres for women and girls with counselling and health services); status of the Convention/national law/Sharia; coordination of implementation of children’s rights and office of the Ombudsman. Other issues such as the role and liberty of NGOs were also discussed; corruption; training of professionals regarding CRC and attitudes towards minors (recruitment of women police officers); torture; alternative care; refugee children (from Myanmar) and internally displaced people due to natural catastrophes; corporal punishment (unlawful); disabled children (access to education, special schools and programmes); trafficking in women and children (new task force, efforts along borders); child pornography (becoming more serious over time; no law but are discussing one); adoption (forbidden). 

Concerning health, the discussion focused on: high rates of infant and under-5 mortality (though improvements); birth rates have also decreased in recent years; iodisation; immunization; safe drinking water; malnutrition (directly linked to poverty). Concerning adolescent health, efforts to inform girls especially; increase in use of drugs and in rates of suicide. In Bangladesh there is a high prevalence of HIV and the state has developed awareness-raising campaigns.
Concerning the discussion on nutrition and health of very young children: malnutrition, breastfeeding policy: government encourages breastfeeding by educating mothers by means of a door to door system of “field motivators”. It is aiming for all births to be assisted by professionals in order to decrease infant mortality.
Regarding health matters, the Committee recommendations referred to children with disabilities (paras 57, 58: disaggregated data; early detection measures; comprehensive policy; harmonization between ministries; human and financial resources); adolescent health (paras 63, 64: study; comprehensive policy; psycho-social needs of teens, especially girls; sanitary and separated facilities for boys and girls); drug abuse (paras 65, 66: prevention and rehabilitation); harmful traditional practices (paras 67, 68: prohibition of early and forced marriages, gender sensitive awareness programmes and measures to empower girls at all levels of society: family, community, schools); HIV/AIDS (paras 69, 70: campaigns; “68b: Establish guidelines on the strategy to address transmission from parent to child, prenatal care, care during labour, breastfeeding and child care”).
As for recommendations concerning the health system (paras 59, 60, 61, 62), “para 60: The Committee recommends that the State party: a) Adopt a coordinated and cost-effective strategy to accelerate the reduction of under-nutrition in children including the effective use of micronutrients especially for children (6 to 24 months) and adolescents and continue to work with parents, family members, health workers, and community leaders to change negative behaviour regarding children’s nutrition;… c) Take all necessary measures to increase access to free primary health services with particular attention to pre-natal and post-natal care for children and their mothers; d) …increase the number of skilled birth attendants; e) Carry out, in partnership with relevant and competent partners, awareness-raising campaigns on the importance of antenatal care, neonatal care and breastfeeding;…
Suggestions: Advocates should refer to the discussion regarding mother-to-child-transmission of HIV: this is the first time the Committee mentions “parental” transmission rather than mother-to-child transmission, a clear change in perspective that is important. Concerning infant and young child feeding, the Committee is particularly concerned by under-nutrition beyond the period of exclusive breastfeeding: important to use adequate, local, complementary foods and to educate mothers. The role of competent partners in this education and advocacy is both noted and underlined, clearly giving breastfeeding groups space to assist the government. 
The next report, the 5th report, is due 20 October 2012.

There is a child’s rights National Coalition in Bangladesh: Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum, Tel: + 880 2 811 0857, Email: bsaf@bangla.net Website: www.bsafchild.org/open 
2) France (26 May 2009)

This was France’s combined 3rd and 4th periodic report. The 2nd review was in May 2004. The government delegation was huge, with 26 people; only one person worked in an area touching on health issues, the “chef du bureau de l’action sanitaire et sociale et de la prevention de la direction générale de l’enseignement scolaire” belonging to the Ministry of Education. Not one representative belonged to the Ministry of Health. IBFAN presented a report on the breastfeeding situation and the author of the report was able to travel to Geneva for the review. There were numerous NGOs also present during the review. Mr. L. Citarella and Mr. H. Kotrane were the CRC Committee country rapporteurs.
Legislation and other measures: Since the last review, some legislative measures have been taken: 2004, reform of the divorce law; 2005, illegal minor immigrants; 2006: prevention and protection against domestic violence and violence against children; 2006: raising the minimum age of marriage for girls to 18; 2007: framework law for the protection of children (prevention of mistreatments; improvement of alerts to detect dangers); 2009: High Commissioner for Youth. The legal system functions at various levels in France (national, departmental, cantonal, communal) and they sometimes lack coordination; more and more, the departments are responsible for family matters with large budgets allocated for child welfare.
The discussion concerned the following issues: action plan (no overall implementing and coordinating body at national and department level); lack of data in the State Party report; participation of the child; poverty (one million children live below the line of poverty; vulnerability to the economic crisis; few special programmes for these children); pornography (comprehensive legal provisions, new instruments for the police; strict sanctions; campaigns); direct applicability of the CRC (only a few provisions are directly applicable); child protection (preventive measures, improvement of alerts); stigmatization of vulnerable children (poor children, Roma, disabled, minority groups); generally negative attitude towards children (police); poor dissemination of the CRC and lack of knowledge amongst the population; juvenile justice (children in detention, a number of recent deaths; age of responsibility is 13 though age of discernment (7, 8 years) is also applied); adoption (birth under x, international adoptions approximately 4,000 per year with 30,000 families wanting to adopt a child; guardianship of children: 700,000 children concerned); facilitating family and work responsibilities of parents (high birth rate; daycare centres, high budget allocations for 100,000 new places; efforts to diversify various childcare possibilities). Other issues included immigration policies (unaccompanied minors: basic services, shelter; in some cases, return to country of origin; in 2004, 1,000 children were identified and 400 received help; family welfare of illegal immigrants), sexual exploitation of children; juvenile justice (detention of children in specific wings of adult prisons or since 2007, in child centres; 16-17 year-olds treated as adults; no determined age for responsibility, age of discernment in general, threshold at age 13 under which no criminal responsibility; reintegration through education; repeat offenders); violence (in schools, on TV, video games, prevention; alert system); education (pre-school system, high school drop outs, disincentives for immigrant children; HRs education; illiteracy programmes ; role of civil society (important in implementing many child rights; deficient role in preparation of State report); conflicts within the family (more and more, some leading to abductions; bilateral agreements between countries); the Internet (new dangers, excellent campaigns); alternative care; right to registration and identity. Still other issues included: child labour (and high rate of under-18 unemployment); corporal punishment (refusal to adopt a law on this but physical and psychological violence and abuse are forbidden; need to educate parents); religious symbols at school; disabilities (integration of disabled children into the school system, medicalised approach).
Concerning health, the discussion focused on mainly on adolescent health: drug abuse, high number of suicides, lack of self esteem, emotional problems, teenage pregnancies on the rise. There also seems to be a lack of child-psychiatrists.
As for nutrition and feeding issues: questions related to breastfeeding policies, breastfeeding promotion, International Code (IC is not followed or implemented, follow-on milks are promoted) as well as to maternity protection (length of leave should be 6 months to enable breastfeeding for 6 months in order to ensure WHO recommendations on exclusive breastfeeding…) and breastfeeding facilities in the workplace were mentioned. The Committee also linked breastfeeding to lower obesity rates. As for responses: the government delegation did not seem to know what the International Code of Marketing was and suggested sending information regarding  this “very precise technical question” upon returning to Paris; regarding breastfeeding facilities, obligation to provide one when there are more than 100 workers. Concerning the decision to breastfeed or not, families were entitled to decide which form of feeding they would adopt – breastfeeding should not be pointed to as a “compulsory” and unique  model. Also concerning nutrition, there were questions about adolescent eating disorders. 
Regarding health matters, the Committee recommendations referred to children with disabilities (paras 69, 70: legislation, access to education, specialized programmes, early identification and intervention programmes; training of staff; comprehensive national policy; campaigns); adolescent health (paras 76, 77: counseling services, prevention, information about toxic substances).

Regarding the health system, in Para 74: The Committee recommends that the State party fully implement the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes. The State party should also further promote baby-friendly hospitals and encourage breastfeeding to be encouraged in nursery training.”
Suggestions: These are strong recommendations and clearly breastfeeding advocates should have enhanced power in pushing for them to be followed. Given what was said about the role of NGOs during the discussion (government is open to working with them), given also the fact that the Head of delegation (or her collaborators) did not know what the IC referred to, these are opening points for future work and collaboration with the State. It should also be suggested that BFHI should go along with the need to keep smaller department hospitals open and to better cater to access to health facilities for all children (and mothers.

Lastly in relation to the discussion, work can be done relating to maternity protection at the workplace, to maternity leave, parental leave (the EU is presently revising its maternity protection directive and this should also be taken into account) as well as to crèches at the workplace: it is new that the Committee speaks of training nursery workers to cater to breastfeeding working mothers... 
The next report, the 5th report, is due for September 2012.

There is a child’s rights National Coalition in France: Conseil Français des Associations pour les droits de l'enfant, Tel: 00 331 01 45 81 0909, Fax: 00 331 01 44 81 0905, Email: cofrade@worldonline.fr Website: www.asso-cofrade.org 

3) Mauritania (28 May 2009)

This was the Mauritania’s second periodic report. The country’s initial review was on 28 May 2001.The government delegation included 9 members, several from the Ministry of Social Affairs, of Child and the Family, but no-one from the Ministry of Health. IBFAN presented a short GIFA-prepared report on the breastfeeding situation; it did not receive a report from advocates based in the country. Ms. M. Mauras Perez and Mr. J. Zermatten were country rapporteurs.

Legislation and other measures: Since the last review, a few legislative/administrative measures have been taken: 2003: law on the suppression of trafficking; 2005: implementation of the national policy on early childhood development; 2005: ratification of the African Charter in the Rights and Well-being of Children; 2006: ordinance on promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities; 2007: law criminalizing slavery; ratification of the optional protocol to the Sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. An independent National Human Rights Commission was established in 2006 but it lacks resources and is not particularly accessible to children; it is composed amongst others of  members of civil society. Also, the creation of the Ministry of Social Affairs, Children and Family Affairs is responsible for the promotion and protection of child rights. A national child protection strategy is being developed.
The discussion concerned the following: this is a country of political instability and that suffers poverty; it is not well assisted financially by international solidarity; incompatibilities between the pluralistic legal systems (of Sharia, customary law and positive law – international law takes precedence over the other laws with the exception of Sharia law, that takes precedence over the Constitution as well as over the CRC - several reservations remain); lack of dissemination of the CRC and of knowledge about it; age of marriage (girls often married younger upon consent of a judge); discrimination (vulnerable groups such as girls); child participation (few opportunities in very traditional society at all levels of society and in judicial and administrative proceedings, but many efforts to change this); juvenile justice (court system has been strengthened favourably to protect the child; new detention centre for children only, with rehabilitation and education programmes; no detention of children under 15; training of judges); education (10-year education plan, free of charge though some indirect costs; total enrolment in 2007-2008: 95.1%; girls attend school in high numbers: 50.3% of primary school students; 46.2% of secondary school students; quality of education is improving with better training of teachers; budgetary allocations; high drop-out rates boy and girls leaving school to work – girls as domestic servants). Other issues included: definition of the child (age of marriage differs between positive law at 18 and Sharia at puberty; compulsory education until 14; minimum age for work, 16, criminal responsibility: 0-7: rights, no responsibility; 7-15: protection measures, no detention; 15-18: detention); data collection; low birth registration rates (services throughout the country even where no maternity services; low rates due to traditional attitudes); privacy for children; migrant families (Mauritania is a country of transit); civil rights; corporal punishment in schools is prohibited though does exist in Koranic schools; antipersonnel landmines (in specific areas from Sahara conflict; numerous deaths); relations between NGOs and government (lack of coordination in preparation of the State report for CRC); child abuse and exploitation (street children; centre for child protection created in 2007; rapes); financial resources and budget (situation has worsened because of the financial crisis; efforts to meet the MDGs; Poverty reduction Strategy Paper); family legislation (polygamy, financial support); abandoned children; child labour.
Concerning health, the discussion focused on the struggle to decrease infant mortality and maternal mortality; immunization (covered 100% by foreign aid, government); polio eradicated in 2007; FGM (though the practice is prohibited, 71% of women between 15-49 report have been excised, mostly in rural regions; decrease thanks to campaigns; yearly day on Zero-tolerance of FGM); creation of 7 new health care facilities and development of services; national reproductive health plan (2007).
Concerning infant and young child health and feeding: high levels of malnutrition (deficit in iron; 30% of infant malnutrition; 12% acute malnutrition) though some improvement. Generally speaking the discussion on health was minimal:
Committee recommendations: Regarding the child’s right to life, survival and development, in paragraph 34, the Committee “urges the State party…to protect children and guarantee their right to life, survival and development…and that particular attention be given…to addressing the high infant, child and maternal mortality rates, death caused by preventable diseases and HIV/AIDS.”
Concerning more specifically health matters, the Committee recommendations referred to children with disabilities (paras 53, 54: awareness raising, data collection, access to social and health services, training of professionals); adolescent health (paras 59, 60: comprehensive study, prevention of early pregnancies and STD, sex and reproductive health education in schools, reproductive health services); harmful traditional practices (paras 61-62: legislation and other measures to prohibit FGM, prevention strategy against FGM, forced feeding and early marriages, awareness-raising campaigns, retraining of  practitioners of FGM) and HIV/AIDS (paras 57, 58: comprehensive policy and implementation programme, awareness-raising campaigns, activities to reduce stigma, confidential testing and counseling; Para 58.d. “Strengthen and expand its efforts and services to prevent mother-to-mother transmission of HIV; provide all HIV-infected mothers with counselling, which includes provision of general information about the risks and benefits of various infant feeding options, and specific guidance in selecting the option most likely to be suitable for their situation, including breastfeeding”: 61, 62: policies and programmes of infected children and support to families; awareness-raising; dissemination of information”.

Regarding health and health services, in paras 55-56, the recommendations focused on: adequate resources to ensure supporting programmes, mortality rates, vaccination coverage, nutrition. “Specifically, the Committee recommends that the State party pay specific attention to the urban/rural divide and target financial allocations in order to address the disparities in access to services. Furthermore, the Committee notes with appreciation the tradition in the State party of an overall high level of breastfeeding rates and to maintain this high rate, the Committee recommends the State party to adopt the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes.”
Suggestions: Regarding breastfeeding, the recommendations of the Committee are clear and strong, related to protection of breastfeeding (adoption of legislation) as well as to health protection in the case of HIV-positive mothers. The Committee’s recommendations are particularly interesting in both regards. First it explains that to maintain high levels of BF, the practice has to be protected by the Code; second in the case of possible transmission of HIV, the Committee gives parents the responsibility of deciding the most appropriate feeding method in function of their personal situation – contrary to some of its previous recommendations where it has suggested the State party legislate on this matter. Regarding the high prevalence of HIV/AIDS, it is important for advocates to be aware of the most recent research results concerning MTCT. Advocates should also keep in mind that the government states its close collaboration with NGOs and willingness to work with them. 

The next report, a combined 3rd, 4th and 5th report, is due 14 June 2013.
We are not aware of a child’s rights National Coalition in Mauritania. 

4) Niger(4 June 2009)

This was Niger’s second report to the Convention. The initial report was in 2002 and recommendations made then by the Committee were followed up, especially in the fields of health and education. The country delegation was composed of seven people, one of which worked for the Ministry of Health. IBFAN presented a report on the breastfeeding situation. Ms. K. Varmah and Mr. K. Filali were country rapporteurs.

Legislation and other measures: Since its last report, Niger has adopted child right-relevant legislation and developed programmes focusing on children. 2003: amendments to the Criminal Code (prohibiting FGM, genocide, slavery). 2004: ratification of OP on sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; national commissions and national plan against child trafficking. Recently, a National Policy on the Civil State (birth registrations) was adopted. A Children’s Code has been drafted but is not adopted yet. Creation of the Department for the promotion of the rights of women and children.
During the discussion, the following themes were brought up: poverty in a country with high birth rates, many economic challenges, political instability. The delegation explained in detail the legal system, the political structure, the decentralized state/administration organization and lines of authority, much of which is based on the French system. Moreover, there are various law systems in Niger (Sharia, customary law, positive law) that all coexist. Theoretically, international law has primacy over the others but there is lack of harmonization and a new commission is planned to work on improving harmonization; often several parallel court systems, at tribal level, religious level, state judiciary level. There is separation of powers between religion and state but as 95% of the population is Islamic, there is considerable religiousinfluence in legislation. There is an overall lack of human and financial resources for child and women’s affairs. Other issues discussed include: role and liberty of civil society (restrictions for NGOs working in HRs); definition of the child (varies depending on type of law: marriage, not age, determines majority under customary law: boys 16, girls 14; under state law, majority at 21; criminal responsibility, 18; political majority, 18; marriage at 15 for girls, 18 for boys); adoption (international is common and not regulated, needs more official procedure but there are safeguards in place); juvenile justice (protection procedures have been established; lower sentences than adults; 0-13 years no criminal sentence; 14-18, possibility of criminal sentence but in general lower than for adults; partnership amongst involved actors; new policy underway; training of magistrates); freedom of religion; birth registrations (new policy adopted: free registration campaigns; in rural regions 45 days, in urban centres, 3 days); child abuse (procedures); violence (national plan of action, awareness raising campaigns, need for people to report crimes of violence); education (need to increase % of girls who tend to drop out of primary school before age 12; need to improve girls’ rights and status in schools; low budget; vocational training for 12-16 year-olds; recruiting 6,000 teachers; private, public, community and Koranic schools co-exist; government subsidies to private schools, 55,000 Koranic schools in Niger, re-structuring them, curricula is controlled though slow process); complaints mechanism (National Commission of HRs); corporal punishment (in Koranic schools; all forms forbidden in schools but not in families); orphans; torture (is FGM considered a form of torture?); children in conflict zones (North of Niger). Other issues: relations between NGOs and government (mutual assistance for preparation of CRC report; in general good relations and work together, important that they lobby: the Minister calls for NGOs to continue helping and assisting and collaborating); child participation (contrary to traditional practice); discrimination (concerning access to information and services between rural and urban areas); children born out of wedlock (considered illegitimate); children of divorced parents; children born of non nationals (can become Nigeran; women now can now transmit nationality); children in prisons (separated now from adults); child trafficking (10-country regional agreement to resolve the situation of the Talibes children, forced street beggars); polygamy and the situation of children in such families; sexual exploitation (Niger is transit zone also sex tourism); child labour (ILO C138 and C182 have been ratified; minimum age is 14, and light work between 12-14 in parallel to schooling).
Concerning health, FGM is of specific concern as still highly prevalent in some parts of the country; there has been a notable decrease in the practice, from 4.5% in 1998 to 2.2% in 2006; need for legislation); legislation needed to protect girls from early and forced marriages and early pregnancies (need for special counselling, privacy; contraceptives and family planning information available to young girls); access to drinking water; HIV/AIDS (information centres); malnutrition (food crisis in 2005; specific department responsible for issue that is one of the priorities; has decreased considerably from 30% to 5%; children are examined at community level:BF is one of the indicators). Infant mortality rates have decreased over the past years thanks to the 2006-2010 action plan that focuses on the mother and child: 13 basic points, including latrines, clean water, malaria, hygiene, breastfeeding… High birth rates (highest in the region) though there are family planning activities (campaigns on radio, free contraceptives in all parts of the country): Reproductive health education for young people in school curricula but also in special health centres (17), also information on HIV
Low rates of breastfeeding was mentioned, causing deaths due to acute respiratory problems, malnutrition and diarrheoa; there were questions regarding the general breastfeeding policy as well as on MTCT in case of HIV/AIDS. In Niger, 98% of mothers initiate breastfeeding but low level of exclusive breastfeeding (13%) and recently programmes in place to increase this practice. Concerning HIV transmission, mothers are informed and given the choice either to exclusively BF or to give exclusive artificial feeding if AFASS (clearly the government representative knew the WHO recommendations). 
The Committee’s recommendations related to health issues referred to children with disabilities (paras 53, 54: specific legislation, with implementation programmes and services, financial and human resources, awareness campaigns, training of professional staff); adolescent health (paras 57, 58: comprehensive study, health policies and programmes, sexual and reproductive health services and educational programmes); harmful traditional practices (paras 59, 60: legislation prohibiting FGM, implementation procedure; awareness-raising; training of practitioners for alternative sources of income; efforts to eradicate; prohibition of early and forced marriages, campaigns); and HIV/AIDS (paras 62, 63: coverage of antiretroviral treatment and non-discrimination measures). 

Regarding health and access to health services: (paras 55, 56) and more specifically, breastfeeding recommendations: “Para 56. …the Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts to improve the health situation of children, including through: (a) continuing to mobilize financial and human resources…for…implementation of the Healthcare Development Plan with a particular emphasis on the development of primary health care; (b) considering nutrition as a national priority and providing appropriate resources to the implementation of nutrition activities, fully integrating nutrition activities within government health structures and using the relevant international recommendations to fight the underlying causes of malnutrition; (c) Strengthening its efforts to further reduce infant and child mortality, especially by focusing on preventive measures and treatment…(d) Increasing its efforts to further reduce maternal mortality…including generalization of specific actions to prevent post-partum bleeding and other major causes of maternal death;…(f) Ensuring that all segments of the society are informed, have access to education and support on the use of basic knowledge of child health and nutrition, including the advantages of exclusive breastfeeding for children up to 6 months…”
Suggestions: These are important provisions regarding nutrition: priority of the State, adoption of international recommendations, MDGs 4 and 5 are clear focuses, exclusive breastfeeding for 6 months, nutrition education…. Also, the Minister expressed her wish that NGOs collaborate closely with the government and advocates should keep this in mind. 

The next report (combined 3rd, 4th and 5th report) has been requested for October 2012. 

We are not aware of a child’s rights National Coalition in Niger.
5) Romania (5 June 2009)

This was Moldova’s combined third and fourth periodic report to the Convention. The previous review was in January 2003. IBFAN did not present a report on the breastfeeding situation. The delegation was large, composed of 15 people, one of which was a counsellor for the Ministry of Public Health. Ms. M. Herczog and Mr. P. Guran were country rapporteurs.

Legislation and other measures: In Romania, there have been several institutional and legislative moves since the last review. Legislation: new law on marriage. Agencies: Romanian office for adoptions; National agency for the protection of the family; National agency for the Roma; National agency for the prevention of human trafficking (National Plan of Action 2004-2007) is being evaluated;  and a very new National agency for the protection of children’s rights. In 2005 a child’s protection “package” came into force and many changes have proceded from there; Action Plan and National Strategy for protection and promotion of child rights, 2008-2013. 
The discussion included the following topics: coordination of protection measures related to the CRC Convention and previous Committee recommendations underway though still lacking; however progress has slowed down since Romania acceded to EU: political will is there, decentralization measures to facilitate concrete changes with support to local authorities; but financial and human resource  are important problems and no monitoring of activities and quality control; also, competencies split between local and county levels. Other issues included: poverty and the economic crisis (many parents emigrate to work abroad, leaving children with extended family, institutions, or in the streets; the lack of parental authority is now being felt; financial allocations to families); role of NGOs (collaboration; new law will allow government to contract services from them); age of marriage (18 for boys and girls); role of the Child’s Ombudsman (not well known and therefore few complaints; is it independent?); alternative care (versus institutions: more and more of the first, smaller home-like care; as a result of abuse, neglect, exploitation and no longer because are disabled or poor; need for better training of professionals as well as of parents); discrimination against some groups of children (poor children, children with disabilities, with HIV/AIDS, or from specific ethnic groups – Roma children – victims of violence); view of the child (judiciary, school settings); sexual exploitation and abuse (two special centres and two phone lines; also centres for victims of trafficking). Other issues included: birth registration (disproportionately fewer Roma children registered; registration could be centralized in hospitals; awareness-raising campaigns); abandoned children at birth; education (discrimination against Roma children; is education really free? – not completely; attendance rates decreasing, increasing rates of dropouts: 10% at primary level; vocational training; higher budgetary allocations for infrastructure; day-care services are being developed including for street children; and since 2006 a early childhood development strategy); violence (a national plan to combat violence to be approved soon); children with disabilities (integration programmes, changing mentalities is the most difficult; campaigns to change attitudes); leisure (new sports grounds); juvenile justice (training of personnel involved, including judges, etc. children frequently imprisoned with adults; education possibilities in prison; social reintegration programme in collaboration with social workers, psychologists, NGOs; number of children incarcerated has decreased by 40% since 2006; special centres for younger children who have committed offences such as theft; for criminal offences, educational centres). The case of Roma children was discussed at several moments (discrimination regarding birth registration, health care, education, attitude towards them; many street children; many in institutions; lack of data; National Authority for Roma has been created recently and bases its work on the law of non-discrimination; housing and infrastructure; job opportunities); privacy of children (allowed in some court cases); adoption (fewer than in recent years because of a moratorium on international adoptions – in 2008, 1,261 children adoptable; number of children abandoned at birth is growing); child labour is forbidden (1,072 cases in 2008)..
Concerning health, the discussion centred on mental health (need for a mental health policy, lack of psychiatric departments; lack of specialized institutions for children); suicide; violent behavior; high rates of abortion (500 in 2008 compared to 3,000 in 1990; lack of sexual and reproductive health; adolescent health and the project of a strategy on adolescent health. In Romania, 11,000 family doctors; at birth each child is “affiliated” to a specific doctor; 100 family planning specialists throughout the country. Specially trained Roma mediators to discuss family planning in poor Roma communities. 
Regarding breastfeeding, there were questions regarding the very low rates of BF (though 98% initially breastfeed though only 16% continue); the possibility of a “de-linking” syndrome because of lack of breastfeeding; work conditions for breastfeeding mothers; Baby friendly corners and hospitals.
Committee recommendations: there were several strong recommendations. 

Regarding basic health and welfare issues, the recommendations referred to children with disabilities (paras 60, 61: comprehensive policy, non discrimination and full participation in society, legislation programmes and projects are implemented, early intervention and identification, training for professional staff, awareness-raising campaigns, better definitions); mental health: (para 66-67: comprehensive child and adolescent mental health policy, services, resources); adolescent health (paras 68, 69: study on needs of adolescents regarding health matters; sex education in schools and services, training of personnel; privacy; gender sensitive awareness-raising); drug, tobacco, substance abuse (paras 70-71: information, treatments, services); HIV/AIDS (paras 72, 73: awareness-raising campaigns in schools, prevention methods on HIV/AIDS and STDs). 

In relation to nutrition and young child health, there were recommendations in three different sections: In the section on the Right to life, survival and development: “Para 31. The Committee recommends that the State Party intensifies efforts to address the underlying causes of child and infant mortality and malnutrition, including those associated with poor access to health care services, poverty and lower levels of education among Roma families and families living in rural areas. The Committee, in particular, encourages the State party to place more emphasis on pre-natal and post-natal services, with special attention given to deprived communities, and to develop training programmes in parenting skills, stressing the positive effects of breastfeeding, nutritious diet for mother and child, as well as proper hygiene, on early childhood development and survival. 
In the section on Family environment and alternative care: “Para 47. The Committee recommends that the State party extend its support to families by fully implementing existing laws, in particular by continuing to reinforce the capacity of the public services for social assistance at all levels, improve the availability of day care services, improve access to financial and professional support for all families in preparation for parenthood. The Committee further recommends that the State party identifies and elaborates strategies for supporting families at risk of separation, preventing abandonment of children, providing parent education, strengthening parenting capacities, and the overall climate of child rearing”. 
As for the section on health and welfare: 
“Para 65. The Committee further recommends that the State party increase efforts to improve the health of infants and young children, particularly through giving more attention to pre-natal and postnatal care, increasing the number of baby-friendly hospitals and specially trained social workers in hospitals, setting up of a home visitation service aiming to prevent abandonment, neglect and abuse, as well as the promotion and awareness raising on the benefits of breastfeeding and the adoption of the International Code for Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes. 

Suggestions: Varied and strong recommendations that cover the points we stress continuously: Need for promotion of breastfeeding for example by thorough information on the risks of not breastfeeding to be given in parenting skills programmes or during pre- and post-natal visits; support through the BFHI programme or home visiting programme; as well as protection by adopting the International Code. The Committee links non breastfeeding to a greater risk of abandoning the child due to lack of bonding – and to future psychological difficulties in difficult settings. 
To be noted also, the importance given during the discussion to the good relations between the State and the NGOs... 

The next report (5th report) has been requested for October 2012. 

There are two child’s rights coalitions in Romania: Federation of NGOs Active in Child Protection, Tel: 0040 13 20 80 65, Fax: 0040 13 20 80 65, Email: fonpc@dial.kappa.ro 

Salvati Copiii, Tel: 00 40 21 314 40 50, Fax: 00 40 21 312 44 86, Email: rosc@salvaticopiii.ro Website: www.salvaticopiii.ro 

6) Sweden (12 June 2009)

This was Sweden’s fourth report to the Convention. The last report was in January 2005. The delegation was composed of 12 people, six of whom work within the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs – including the Head of Delegation). There were a very large number of NGOs attending the review who had travelled to Geneva for the occasion. IBFAN presented a report on the breastfeeding situation in Sweden. Mr. D. Puras and Ms. H. Al-Asmar were country rapporteurs.

Legislation and other measures: There have been some legislative changes in recent years: Social Services Act, Care of Young Persons Act (2008), new law criminalizing approaching children on the Internet, Anti-discrimination Act, Act of Representation and Custodianship for Unaccompanied Children (2005). Sweden has adopted so far two National Strategies for the implementation of the CRC (last update, 2008). 
The discussion included numerous issues: role and independence of the child Ombudsman, essential to implementing the rights of the child as s/he has legal authority; also supporting child rights and human rights in countries worldwide – especially developing countries; working group at Parliamentarian level to discuss all new acts in the country, including those a priori not geared towards children; unfortunately there are differences in implementation in different parts of the country; permanent structure for the protection of children; coordination between central and local authorities; Swedish law and international law: upon ratification, national legislation has been modified; Sweden would like to develop a future EU strategy for the rights of the child during its presidency of the EU, omnibus resolution with Uruguay for UNGA. Other issues discussed: role of NGOs (dialogue and collaboration are essential but could be improved; discrimination still pervasive (xenophobia towards children of ethnic minorities; refugee and asylum-seeking children; health and education varies with regions); child abuse (early detection and prevention); pornography (on the Internet; discussions with Internet providers: special portal); domestic violence; bullying in schools; sex tourism (working directly with countries where sex tourism); human trafficking (reluctance to denounce perpetrators); corporal punishment (is banned though some cases persist; attitudes changing from 50% in favour in the 1950s to 10% today); children without documents and unaccompanied children (do not go to school though local authorities have funds for them; a guardian representing them is nominated upon their arrival in Sweden and assists them in all steps – has same role and authority as parents; policy of family reunification; often immigration officers are poorly trained and this principle is not implemented); adoption measures (foster homes: number of children has doubled since 2001 (11,000) because less are in institutions (3,000); especially 13-17 years; alternative care; often problems appear when these children become adolescents); education (human rights at the basis of the whole curriculum; teaching religion in schools “world religions”; dropouts can return to school years after dropping out; teaching in mother tongue for the Sami children at pre-school and primary level; gender equality training); institutionalization of children (higher proportion of foreign-background children); traditional practices (FGM, early marriages, honour crimes); training of personnel working with children (judges, police officers, local and other authorities; children with disabilities (integration policy); sexual exploitation; other forms of violence (education of parents is central; prenatal violence is important); poverty has increased with economic crisis (single-parent households, non-Swedish families; help from the State). 

Concerning health, the Committee was concerned about sexually transmitted diseases; increase in teenage pregnancies and abortions (girls 15-19); drug and alcohol abuse (parents included in rehabilitation programmes); suicide; mental health care; anorexia on the increase in boys and girls; also increase in anti-depressants; FGM; all children are entitled to health care; undocumented children have to pay for health care except in the case of emergencies which is free of charge. Concerning obesity, the delegation explained that sports is one way of fighting it prevention is mentioned but also surgery is a new trend and a solution to the problem! The spokesperson seemed to accept this without problem.
Regarding breastfeeding, a question concerning the national breastfeeding strategy was asked: breastfeeding is not “compulsory” but all mothers learn about it in hospital when giving birth; breastfeeding rates are high up to 6 months..
The Committee’s recommendations referred to children with disabilities (paras 40, 41: comprehensive policy, services, data collection, equal education facilities); health services (paras 42, 43: all children have right to highest attainable standard of health); mental health (paras 56, 57: more resources and capacities to assist children deprived of parental care, affected by conflict, in poverty, in conflict with law); adolescent health (paras 44, 45, 46, 47: reduce stress, treatment and counselling that are gender sensitive; prevention of STIs, reproductive health education;  teenage pregnancies and abortions; eating disorders:the Committee recommends that the State “para 45: …”Address the occurrence of eating disorders, including bulimia and anorexia nervosa; b) address overweight and obesity and promote a healthy lifestyle…”; drug and alcohol abuse (paras 48, 49: awareness raising; evidence-based support; ; recovery services; ; studies and data collection); mental health services (paras 50, 51: preventive and interventional programmes; cooperation between various services; suicide). 

As for breastfeeding-related recommendations, there was none.
Suggestions: Advocates should be aware that there was a short discussion on breastfeeding and that the delegation seemed very proud of the high rates in Sweden. There was no link between breastfeeding and efforts to lower rates of obesity. 
The next report (5th report) has been requested for 1 September 2011. 

There is a child’s rights National Coalition in Sweden: Swedish NGO Network for Children's Rights, c/o Save the Children Sweden, Tel: 00 46 8698 9144, Fax: 00 46 8698 9013, Email: simone.ek@rb.se 

7) Summary

IBFAN presented an alternative report for four of the six countries reviewed. There was a discussion on infant feeding in all cases. In its Concluding Observations, the Committee made direct recommendations concerning breastfeeding in five cases out of six and none in the case of Sweden. Promotion of breastfeeding and of exclusive breastfeeding for 6 months, adoption of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes (France, Mauritania, Romania), combating malnourishment and infant and maternal mortality were amongst the points that were listed in the CRC Committee rercommendations.

If we aim for questions to continue and for recommendations to be maintained at a high level, it is essential that we continue sending in reports on the breastfeeding situation, and maintain our presence during the sessions. Equally important, and in the long-term even more important: advocates have to follow up on discussions and recommendations at country level after the review of their country. In the country summaries above, we have included information on the due-date of the next report and the contact details of the national child rights coalitions so that breastfeeding advocates approach them in time to work together to implement or push for the implementation of the Committee recommendations.

For full detail of the Concluding Observations, please refer to the following web pages:

Bangladesh: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC-C-BGD-CO-4.pdf
France: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC-C-FRA-CO-4.pdf
Mauritania: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC-C-MRT-CO-2.pdf
Niger: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC-C-NER-CO-2.pdf
Romania: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC-C-ROM-CO-4.pdf
Sweden: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC-C-SWE-CO-4.pdf
	Country
	IBFAN report
	Questions on BF
	Specific recommendations on BF (and related issues)

	Bangladesh
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes: paras 59-62: under-nutrition, pre- and post-natal care, awareness-raising campaigns on BF, parent-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS

	France
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes: Paras 74: implement International Code, promote BFHI, training on BF in nurseries

	Mauritania
	No
	Yes
	Yes: para 58d: HIV transmission; paras 55-56: maintain high BF rates; adopt International Code 

	Niger
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes: paras 55, 56: prioritise nutrition, follow international recommendations, reduce infant and maternal mortality, ensure access to information on health and nutrition and advantages of exclusive breastfeeding

	Romania
	No
	Yes
	Yes: para 47: multiply day care services, help parents in child rearing; para 65: increase BFHI, home visitation programme, benefits of BF, adopt International Code

	Sweden
	Yes
	Yes
	No, but Para 45: overweight, obesity (but did not make links to BF)


III. NGOs and the Pre-session meetings (15-19 June 2009)

NGOs from met with the Committee during the pre-session meetings in relation to the September 2009 country reviews (Session 52). NGOs from also met in prevision of the reviews of the optional protocols. The meetings were closed and GIFA staff did not attend. 

IV. Other points of interest discussed during Session 50

20th Anniversary of the CRC: a celebration will be held on the 8 and 9 October 2009 in Geneva on the theme Dignity, Development and Dialogue. The celebration will address the challenges after 20 years of existence and 18 years of monitoring. There will be several workshops and the recommendations will be considered for publication. Civil society, States parties and UN agencies are invited to attend and to participate.

Dual Chambers: as there is a 3-year backlog in States party reviews (80 reports), the Committee will  function again in dual chambers, as of September 2009 and during all of 2010. 
Complaints mechanism: There is an ongoing discussion concerning the adoption of a third Optional protocol to the CRC regarding a complaints mechanism for individual complaints. Most other HRs conventions have a complaints mechanism. States are invited to collaborate in the process and participate in a working group on the issue.

General Comments: the Committee adopted General Comment 12 on the right of children to be heard.

V. 52nd session, September 2009 +53rd pre-session
1) Plenary session 52 (14 September-2 October 2009)

The State Party reviews of the following countries will take place: Bolivia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Philippines and Qatar. Optional protocol reviews: Poland, Turkey, Yemen. 

2) Pre-session 53 (5-9 October 2009)
NGOs from States parties to be reviewed in January 2010 will attend the pre-session in September. Countries are: Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ecuador, El Salvador, Norway, Mongolia, Paraguay, Tajikistan. Countries to be reviewed regarding the Optional protocols are: Ecuador, El Salvador, Israel, Mongolia, Sierra Leone.

Annex 1:
 Members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (May 2009)
Ms. Agnes Akosua Aidoo (Ghana) (Vice-Chairperson): Elected in 2007 (till 2011). Advisor and researcher: child's rights, gender issues, social policy, poverty, exclusion. Member of the Advisory Board of the Institute of African Studies, International Women's Empowerment Research Consortium. 

Ms. Hadeel Al-Asmar (Syria): Elected in 2009 (till 2013). Has worked as UNESCO coordinator (Early childhood sector), as well as for the Syrian Commission for Family Affairs, the Montessori School and NGOs. Expertise in early childhood education (curriculum, licensing, book standards), child protection. 

Mr. Luigi Citarella (Italy): First elected 2001-2005; elected 2007 (till 2011). Director of studies of International Academy of International Law; professor of International Law and Human Rights (Rome); consultant.
Mr. Kamel Filali (Algeria): Elected in 2003 (till 2011). Expert on International Humanitarian Law, with special interest in the rights of women and children. Committee member of the National Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. 

Mr. Peter Guran (Slovakia): Elected in 2009 (till 2013). Head of the Slovak child rights department of the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights. Expertise in all areas of child rights as related to the Convention, EU and child rights, research. Collaboration with UNICEF and Slovak government bodies.
Ms. Maria Herczog (Hungary). Elected 2007 (till 2011). Senior researcher (child welfare and protection); editor of journals; consultant for UNICEF; co-author of the Hungarian NGO alternative report.

Ms. Moushira Khattab (Egypt): Re-elected in 2003, 2007 (till 2011). General Secretary of the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood. Chair and Board member of various committees (violence against children, International Bureau for Children's Rights), Minister of Population and Family Affairs, Egypt.

Mr. Sanphasit Koompraphant (Thailand): Elected in 2009 (till 2013). Areas of expertise: child abuse, trafficking of children. Researcher. Active in several national bodies, committees and agencies in relation to protection policies and legislation.

Mr. Hatem Kotrane (Tunisia): Elected in 2003 (till 2011). UNICEF consultant supporting the elaboration of reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child from Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, and Oman. ILO expert on the revision of labour codes in several Middle-Eastern countries. Currently, law professor and independent expert to the Commission on Human Rights and the Vice President of the Tunisian Association of Social Rights. 

Mr. Lothar Krappmann (Germany) (Rapporteur): Elected in 2003 (till 2011). Researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Human Development and Education. Professor of Sociology and Education. Member of various associations on human rights.

Mrs. Yanghee Lee (Republic of Korea) (Chairperson): Elected in 2003 (till 2009). Professor of Child Psychology at Sung Kyunkwan University and member of Save the Children Korea. Currently the governing director of the Korean Association for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect and member of the Korean Institute for Children’s Rights. Member of the Committee on Child Welfare for the city of Seoul.

Mrs. Marta Mauras (Chile): Elected in 2009 till 2013. Expertise in social policies, human rights and international relations, women’s affairs, child rights, health (HIV/AIDS), UN reform agenda. Has worked for UNICEF as well as for the UN (Executive Office of the UN General Secretary).
Mrs. Rosa Maria Ortiz (Paraguay)(Vice-Chairperson): Elected in 2003 (till 2011). Well known leader in child rights work in Paraguay, she has personally participated in and/or founded several of Paraguay’s most influential NGOs and has represented Paraguay’s human rights NGOs in many regional and international fora. Is currently Joint Director of the International NGO on Infancy.  

Mr. Awich Pollar (Uganda): Re-elected in 2009 (till 2013). Areas of expertise: Legal issues, problems between national laws and the CRC, corporal punishment, data collection, discrimination against girls, child soldiers, plans of action.

Mr. Dainius Puras (Lithuania): Elected in 2007 (till 2011). Head and associate professor of child psychiatry and social paediatrics; head of clinic (Vilnius Children's Hospital), WHO mental health programme.  

Mrs. Kamla Devi Varmah (Mauritius): Elected in 2009 (till 2013). Attorney at law and legal advisor on child rights for government authorities. Expertise in child welfare, state responsibility in relation to the child, sexual exploitation, child development and parental responsibility.

Mrs. Susana Villaran de la Puente (Peru): Elected in 2009 (till 2013). President of the Institute for Human Safety. Areas of expertise include: prevention of violence, public safety at regional, provincial, district level, reparation for victims in armed conflict zones, torture, youth violence, sexual abuse. 

Mr. Jean Zermatten (Switzerland): Re-elected 2009 (till 2013). Lawyer by training; Judge and President of the Tribunal if Minors (1972 - 2005), director of International Institute for the Rights of the Child (Sion). Areas of expertise: children in institutions, alternative care and detention centres, child participation and right to be heard, discrimination (indigenous children, asylum seekers), domestic violence, criminal responsibility.

Annex 2: List of National Child Rights NGO Coalitions, by country, 2009

Taken from the NGO Group website: 

National Coalitions 
Albania:
Albanian Children's Rights Network
Kutia Postare 1738 Tirana, Albania 
Tel: 00 355 425 5941 
Fax: 00 355 424 3690 
Email: albchildnet@albmail.com 
Website: www.crca.org.al/networking.html 



Angola:
Alliance l'enfant et la paix
CP 6570, Luanda, Angola 



Argentina:
Comité Argentino de Seguimiento y Aplicación de la Convención Internacional sobre los Derechos del Niño
Alsina 1905 5to piso “C”
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Tel: +54 (11) 4952 0810 
Email: casacidn@casacidn.org.ar ; prensa@casacidn.org.ar 
Website: www.casacidn.org.ar 



Aruba:
Asociacion Trabao de Hubentud na Aruba
Caya Appeldam 2 Dakota, Aruba, Aruba 
Tel: 00297-582-3773 
Fax: 00297-583-4290 
Email: atha@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.athaaruba.org 



Austria:
National Coalition for the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in Austria
c/o Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights, Hessgasse 1, A-1010 Vienna, Austria 
Tel: 00 43 1 4277 27420 
Fax: 00 43 1 4277 27429 
Email: helmut.sax@univie.ac.at 
Website: www.kinderhabenrechte.at 



Azerbaijan:
Azerbaijan NGO Alliance for Child Rights
117, Nizami Street, AZ-1010, Baku, Azerbaijan 
Tel: + 994 12 4932142 
Email: relfuture@azdata.net 
Website: www.ngoalliance.net 



Bangladesh:
Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum
House #24B (2nd Floor), Road #14A
Dhanmondi Residential Area
Dhaka-1209, Bangladesh 
Tel: + 880 2 811 0857 
Fax: + 880 2 911 0017 
Email: bsaf@bangla.net 
Website: www.bsafchild.org/open 


Belarus:
Belarus Network of NGOs working with Children
PO Box 432
Minsk 220050, Belarus 
Tel: +375 17 237 4857 
Fax: +375 17 237 8791 
Email: belau@user.unibel.by 
Website: www.belau.info 



Belgium:
Coordination des ONG pour les Droits de l'Enfant 
Rue Marché aux Poulets 30
1000 Bruxelles, Belgium 
Tel: + 322 209 209 61 68 
Fax: + 322 209 61 60 
Email: info@lacode.be 
Website: www.lacode.be 

Kinderrechtencoalitie Vlaanderen
Eekhout 4
9000 Ghent
Belgium 
Tel: + 32 (0)9 225 90 25 
Email: info@kinderrechtencoalitie.be 
Website: www.kinderrechtencoalitie.be 



Belize:
National Organization for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect
P.O. Box 1441 Belize City, Belize 
Email: nopcanbelize@yahoo.com 



Benin:
Coalition Nationale pour les droits de l'enfant au Benin
03 B.P 1599 Jéricho Cotonou , Benin 
Tel: 00 229 30 5737 
Fax: 00 229 32 1908 
Email: ritdeib@leland.bj 

Comite de Liaison des Organizations Sociales pour la Defence des Droits de l'Enfant
08 BP 0049 Cotonou , Benin 
Tel: 00 229 21 30 52 37 
Fax: 00 229 21 3139 11 
Email: esam@firstnet.bj 


Bolivia:
Coordinadora National de Trabajo con Ninos y Adolecentes 
Calle Comercio No 10298 La Paz , Bolivia 
Tel: 00 591 234 2863 
Fax: 00 591 211 9121 



Bosnia and Herzegovina:
Network of Organizations Working with Children in B&H
c/o Zdravo De Ste Sime Matavuga 2 Banya Luka; Nasa Djeca B. Mutevelica 6 Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Tel: 00 38751218363; 
Fax: 00 387 33 657 012 
Email: zdravo@blic.net 



Brazil:
Associação Nacional dos Centros de Defesa da Criança e do Adolescente
Rua Barão de Itapentininga, 255/ Sala 1104 Centro- São Paulo - SP 01042-001, Brazil 
Tel: 0055 11 3159 4118 
Fax: 0055 11 3257 0365 
Email: coordenacao@anced.org.br 
Website: www.anced.org.br 

Foro Nacional de Derechos de Ninos y Adolescentes 
CEP 70770-520, Brasilia DF , Brazil 
Tel: 00 556 134 8708 
Fax: 00 556 134 8708 



Burkina Faso:
Coalition au Burkina Faso pour les Droits de l'Enfant 
SCC 01 BP 4076 Ougadougou, Burkina Faso 
Tel: 00 266 364 216 
Fax: 00 266 364 238 
Email: aec.kinda@webmails.com 



Cambodia:
NGO Committee on the Rights of the Child - Cambodia
c/o Children's House #8A, Street 138 Sangkat Veal Vong, Khan Prampi Makara Phnom Penh District, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Tel: 00 855 23 882 412 
Fax: 00 855 23 882 412 
Email: ch.ngocrc@online.com.kh 
Website: 



Cameroon:
Coalition Camerounaise des ONG pour les Droits de l'Enfant (COCADE)
S/C BP: 1171 Yaounde, Cameroon 
Tel: 00 237 997 0238/761 93307 948 8597 
Fax: 00 237 22 62 62/ +237 22 62 63 
Email: deicameroun@caramail.com 
Website: 

Coalition des ONG Camerounaises pour les Droits de l'Enfant
C/O Defense for Children International, Cameroon PO Box 14 585 Yaounde , Cameroon 
Tel: 00 237 20 9515 
Fax: 00 237 22 6262 



Canada:
Canadian Coalition for the Rights of Children
36, Quarry Ridge Street
Orleans, Ontario
Canada K1C 7S1, Canada 
Tel: 00 1 613 729 5289 ext. 224 
Fax: 00 1 613 729 3159 
Email: info@rightsofchildren.ca 
Website: www.rightsofchildren.ca 



Chad:
Droits de L'Homme sans Frontieres
BP 4510 Ndjamena, Chad 
Tel: 00 235 51 91 09 
Fax: 00 235 51 91 09 
Email: dhsf64@hotmail.com 
Website: 



Chile:
Red de ONGs Infancia-Chile
c/o Fundacion PIDEE Casilla 599 -11 Santiago Santiago, Chile 
Tel: 00 562 225 87 52 
Fax: 00 562 225 87 52 
Email: pidee@terra.cl 
Website: www.pidee.terra.cl 



Colombia:
Alianza por la Niñez Colombiana
Carrera 7 No 32-85
Officina 302
Bogota, Colombia 
Tel: 00 571 285 4850 
Email: pquijano65@hotmail.com 

NGO CRC Coalition
Carrera 16A app 29-18 P5 Bogota, Colombia 
Tel: 00 571 285 6350 
Fax: 00 571 285 6350 
Email: coldni89@impsat.net.co 



Congo:
Alliance Congolaise pour les Droits de l'Enfant
B.P. 2043 Brazzaville, Congo 
Tel: 00 242 810672 / 00 242 815374 
Fax: 00 242 810672 



Congo, Democratic Republic of the:
Groupe de Travail des ONG's pour les Droits de l'Enfant
BP 11239 Kinshasa 1, Congo, Democratic Republic of the 
Tel: 00 243 99 34 858 
Fax: 00 243 12 20 721 
Email: theokabango@yahoo.fr 



Costa Rica:
Federacion Costarricense de ONG de Defense de Derechos 
c/o DCI P O Box 4594 1000 San Jos , Costa Rica 
Tel: 00 506 236 9134 
Fax: 00 506 268 8470 
Email: info@dnicostarica.org 

Federación Costarricense de ONG's para la Defensa de los Derechos de la Niñez y la Adolescencia - COSECODENI
c/o DCI Costa Rica PO Box 7160-2100 Guadalupe, Costa Rica 
Tel: 506 236 9134/297-2880/297-2885 
Fax: 506 236 5207 
Email: cosecodeni@yahoo.es 



Cote d'Ivoire:
Coalition Ivoirienne pour la Defense des droits de l'enfant
Koumassi Résidence Aboutis
Villa U2
10 BP 1183 
Abidjan 10 , Cote d'Ivoire 
Tel: 00 225 21 56 18 33 
Fax: 00 225 32 45 89 
Email: bice-ci@africaonline.co.ci 


Czech Republic:
Czech National Coalition 
c/o Duha
Senovazne nam. 24
CZ-116 47 Praha 1, Czech Republic 
Tel: 00 420 234 62175 
Fax: 00 420 603 438822 
Email: dci.praha@seznam.cz 



Denmark:
NGO Co-operation Group for the CRC 
c/o Red Barnet, Rosenoerns Allé 12, 1634 Copenhagen V,, Denmark 
Tel: 00 45 35 36 55 55 
Fax: 00 45 35 39 11 19 
Email: dh@redbarnet.dk 

The Collaborating Group on the Children's Convention in Denmark
c/o Red Barnet Rosenørns Allé 12 DK - 1634 Copenhagen V , Denmark 
Tel: +45 35 36 55 55 
Fax: 00 45 35 39 11 19 
Email: dh@redbarnet.dk 
Website: www.savethechildren.dk 


Dominican Republic:
National Coalition - Dominican Republic
Dominican Republic 
Email: ma.moreno@ns.intec.edu.do 



Ecuador:
Foro Ecuatoriano permanente de organizaciones por y con los Ninos, Ninas y Adolescentes 
Lizardo Garcia 121 y 12 de Octubre P.O. Box 17-07-9234 Quito, Ecuador 
Fax: 00 593-529503 



Egypt:
NGO Coalition on the Rights of the Child - Egypt
c/o CARITAS -Egypt, 13 Abd El-Hamid Said St., Maarouf, Ramsis, Cairo , Egypt 
Tel: 00 202 576 2242 
Fax: 00 202 567 2242 
Email: info@ngo-crc.org 



El Salvador:
Coordinadora para la Defensa de los Derechos del Nino
c/o CODEFAM Calle Gabrela Mistral 614 Col Centro América San Salvador, El Salvador 
Tel: 00 503 226 7989 
Fax: 00 503 226 7989 
Website: 

Red para la Infancia y la Adolescencia 
Colonia Miramonte, calle Orizaba no. 264
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Tel: 00 503 22 60 1749 
Fax: 00 503 22 607 7933 
Email: redparalainfancia@navegante.com.sv 



Finland:
Lastensuojelun Keskusliitto
Armfeltintie 1,
00150 Helsinki, Finland 
Tel: 00 358 9 3296 0204 
Fax: 00 358 9 3296 0299 
Email: maarit.kuikka@lskl.fi 
Website: www.lskl.fi 



France:
Conseil Francais des Associations pour les droits de l'enfant
8, Villa du Parc Montsouris 75014 Paris, , France 
Tel: 00 331 01 45 81 0909 
Fax: 00 331 01 44 81 0905 
Email: cofrade@worldonline.fr 
Website: www.asso-cofrade.org 



Gambia:
Child Protection Alliance
P.O. Box 4611, Gambia 
Tel: 00 220 449 74 25 
Fax: 00 220 4497425 
Email: cpagambia@yahoo.com or cpa_gambia@ecpat.net 
Website: www.cpagambia.gm 

Helping Lives International
Helping Lives International 
PO Box 3103 
Serrekunda, Gambia 
Tel: 00220-7719958 
Email: helpinglifesinternational@yahoo.com 

NGO Coalition on the CRC in the Gambia
P.O. Box 3218 Serekunda, Gambia 
Tel: 00 220 996 666 
Fax: 00 220 995 959 
Email: socialalertgam@hotmail.com 

Tayam
PMB 746 Serekunda Post Office Banjul, Gambia 
Tel: + 220 4395 695/980 4260 
Email: marcussbrima@hotmail.com 
Website: 



Georgia:
NGO/UNICEF National Network for Children (Georgia)
c/o Child Rights Protection Association - CLARITAS XXI 11 m/r TEVS distr., M. Guramishvili Pediatric Clinic 380091 Tbilisi Georgia , Georgia 
Tel: 00 995 32 94 34 48 
Fax: 00 995 32 94 00 09 
Email: claritas@kheta.ge 



Germany:
National Coalition for the Implementation of the UNCRC in Germany
Mühlendamm 3,
10178 Berlin, Germany 
Tel: 00 49 (0) 30 400 40218 
Fax: 00 49 (0) 30 400 40 232 
Email: info@national-coalition.de 
Website: www.agj.de 



Grenada:
Grenada National Coalition on the Rights of the Child 
P.O. BOX 3594 
St. George's, Grenada 
Tel: 00 1 473 435 0944 
Email: gncrc@caribsurf.com 



Guatemala:
Coordinadora Institucional de Promocion por los Derechos del Nino (CIPRODENI)
12, Avenida 7 - 21 Zona 2, Cuidad Nueva Cuidad de Guatemala, Guatemala 
Tel: 00 502 254 1830 
Fax: 00 502 254 1830 
Email: ciprodeni@c.net.gt 



Guinea:
Coalition Guineenne Pour les Droit de l'Enfant 
BP 3341 Quartier Ratoma Conakry , Guinea 
Tel: 00 224 414 499 / 224 414251 
Fax: 00 224 413092 
Email: karambayo@mirinet.com 


Haiti:
Coalition Haïtienne pour la Défense des Droits de l'Enfant
Impasse Baron No. 8 Turgeau Port au Prince, Haiti 
Email: cohadde@hotmail.com 

Haiti Coalition for the Protection of Children's Rights
3eme Rue du Travail #23 Port au Prince, Haiti 
Tel: 00 509 245 5014 
Fax: 00 509 245 2101 
Email: cohadde@hotmail.com 
Website: 

Les Brebis de Lumiere
HT 6140 B.P. 15283 Pétion-Ville (W.I.), Haiti 
Tel: + 509 257 1559 / 557 
Website: 



Honduras:
Red de instituciones por los derechos de la niñez
Col. Elvel, bloque C, Casa No. 1920, 
C/ Retorno O Oporto, Tegucigalpa.
5954, Honduras 
Tel: +504 239 9617 
Fax: +504 239 9617 
Email: coiproden@multivisionhn.net 
Website: www.coiproden.org 



India:
Campaign Against Child Labour
c/o PECUC, House No. VII-H-26, Sailashree Vihar, Bhubaneswar 751021, Orissa, India, India 
Email: caclcs@sancharnet.in 
Website: www.caclindia.org 
India Alliance for Child Rights
A64, Gulmohar Park, New Delhi 110049, India 
Tel: 0091 11 243 70959 
Fax: 0091 11 243 76025 
Email: wecan@bol.net.in 
Website: www.all4children.org 

People's Council For Social Welfare
137G First Floor,
Ashok Nagar,
Unit-II,
Janpath,
Bhubaneswar-751009
Orissa, India 
Tel: 00916746523988 
Fax: 00916742532220 
Email: pcswindia@rediffmail.com 
Website: www.pcswindia.org 

Working Group on the Convention on the Rights of the Child
c/o Butterflies U-4, 1st Floor Green Park Extension New Delhi, 110 016, India 
Tel: 00 91 11 616 39 35/619 10 63 
Fax: 00 91 11 619 61 17 
Email: bflies@sdalt.ernet.in 



Indonesia:
Indonesian Committee for Children's Rights 
c/o LAAI, Jln. Sutomo No. 6 Lt. III, Medan 20234, Indonesia , Indonesia 
Tel: 00 62-61-567871 
Fax: 00 62-61-567871 

Indonesian NGO Coaltion for CRC Monitoring
P.O. Box 1230 Jogjakarta 55162, Indonesia 
Tel: 0062-274-381101 
Fax: 0062-274-381101 
Email: samin@yogya.wasantara.net.id 

Lembaga Advokasi Anak Indonesia
Jln. Sutomo No. 6 Lt. III Medan 20234, Indonesia 
Tel: 00 62 61 4567 871 
Fax: 00 62 61 4567 871 
Email: laai@medan.wasantara.net.id 
Website: 



Ireland:
Children's Rights Alliance
4 Upper Mount Street
Dublin 2, Ireland 
Tel: 00 353 1 662 9400 
Fax: 00 353 1 662 9355 
Email: info@childrensrights.ie 
Website: www.childrensrights.ie 



Israel:
Children's Rights Coalition 
c/o DCI Israel PO Box 8028 Jerusalem 91080 , Israel 
Tel: 00 972 2563 3003 
Fax: 00 972 2563 1241 
Email: info@dci.org.il 



Jamaica:
Jamaica Coalition on the Rights of the Child
c/o Jamaica Association for the Deaf CB Facey Building, Hope Estate, Papine, Kingston 6, Jamaica 
Tel: 00 1 876 970 776 
Fax: 001 876 927 098 
Email: carsam@cwjamaica.com 



Japan:
Action for the Rights of the Children 
Chiyoda-ku Sarugakz-cho 2-3-1-401 Tokyo 101, Japan 
Tel: 00 81 3 5281 3455 
Fax: 00 81 3 5281 3455 
Email: pga02375@nifty.ne.jp 
Commitee for NGO Reporting on the Convention on the Rights of the Child(Japan)
C/o Federation for the Protection of Children's Humn Rights Chiyoda-ku Sarugaku-cho 2-3-1-401 Tokyo 101-0064, Japan 
Tel: +81-3-5281-3455 
Fax: +81-3-5281-3455 
Email: yujihirano@nifty.com 

Federation for the Protection of Children's Human Rights 
6th Floor, Kaikan, Nihon-Kyoiku, Hitotsubashi 2-6-2, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101, Japan 
Tel: 00 813 3265 2174 
Fax: 00 813 3230 2172 
Email: sano_poshio@jtu-net.or.jp 

Japon National Coalition Group of NGOs and Citizens for Prepaing the Alternative Report on the CRC
c/o DCI Japan Branch Setagaya- KU Kitazawa 2-10-15 Towa Shimokitozawa High Town A- 303 Tokyo 155-0031, JAPAN, Japan 
Tel: +81 3 3466-0222 
Fax: +81 3 3466-0222 
Email: dci-jp@yomogi.sakura.ne.jp 

Network for the Convention of the Rights of the Child 
Minato-Ku Kaigan 1-6-1-831 Tokyo 105, Japan 
Tel: 00 81 3 3433 7990 
Fax: 00 81 3 3433 7369 



Jordan:
National Coalition for Children - Jordan
P.O. Box 941096 Amman 11194, Jordan 
Tel: 00 962 6560 6056 
Fax: 00 962 6560 6686 
Email: nimets@ntfc.org.jo 



Kazakhstan:
Kazakhstan NGO Working Group on Child Rights Protection
Suite 51, 2nd Floor 35 Gogolya Street Almaty 48002 , Kazakhstan 
Tel: 00327 2 639461 
Fax: 00327 2 639461 
Email: rosa@bureau.kz 



Kenya:
Coalition on Child Rights and Child Protection in Kenya
PO Box 1768, Nairobi; 00200, City Square Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: 00 254 2 576 502 / 573 990 / 561 086 
Fax: 00 254 2 576502 
Email: anppcan@africaonline.co.ke 
Website: 

Kenya Alliance for Advancement of Children
PO Box 73637
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: +254 2 445 0256/7 
Fax: +254 2 445 0092 
Email: kaacr@kaacr.com 
Website: www.kaacr.com 



Korea, Republic of:
Korea Council of Children's Organization 
960-4 Daelim 1 dong, 
Youngdeugpo-gu
Seoul 150-822, Korea, Republic of 
Tel: +82 2 831 1930 31 
Fax: +82 2 831 1932 
Email: kocconet@kocconet.or.kr 
Website: www.kocconet.or.kr 

Korea NGO Coalition for the Rights of the Child
Sarangbang Group for Human Rights 4th fl.; Myungryun 2ga, Jongno gu, Seoul, (110-522) , Korea, Republic of 
Tel: 00 822 741 5363 
Fax: 00 822 741 5364 
Email: humanrights@sarangbang.or.kr 

Korea NPO Coalition for Un Convention on the Rights of the Child
17-1 Changsung-dong Jongno-gu
Seoul, 110-034, Korea, Republic of 
Tel: 00 822 735 2310 
Fax: 00 822 738 8504 
Email: uncrcnpo@naver.com 



Kyrgyzstan:
Network of NGOs working with Children
c/o Youth Human Rights Group PO BOX 1893 Bishkek 72000, Kyrgyzstan 
Tel: 00 996 312 681 370 
Fax: 00 996 312 681 091 
Email: youth@elcat.kg 



Latvia:
Latvian Network for Children
Getrudes 19/21, LV-1011 Riga, Latvia 
Tel: 00 371 731 5298 
Fax: 00 371 731 5497 
Email: glabiet.bernus@delfi.lv 



Lesotho:
National Coalition of Lesotho 
22 Mabille Rd, Old Europa 
P.O. Box 286 Maseru 100, Lesotho 
Tel: 00 22312905 
Fax: 00 22310217 
Email: ngoc@leo.co.ls 



Liberia:
Cherish the Kids Liberia
75 Ashmun Street PO Box 5491 1000 Monrovia 10, Liberia 
Tel: 011 377 47 512391 
Email: cherish_12002@yahoo.com 



Lithuania:
Lithuanian Voluntary Advisers - NGO Committee on the Rights of the Child
c/o Save the Children Lithuania Vilniaus Street 22/1 Vilnius 01119, Lithuania 
Tel: 00 370 5 610 815 
Fax: 00 370 5 610 837 
Email: erika.kancerevyciene@gelbvaik.lt 
Website: www.gelbvail.lt 



Luxembourg:
Coalition Nationale pour les droits de l'enfant Luxembourg
Boît postale 90, L-4001 Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg 
Tel: 00 352 57 0368 
Fax: 00 352 57 3370 
Email: soisson.rob@sl.lu 


Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of:
Macedonian National Coalition
Macedonian National NGO Child Rights Coalitions(MNNGOCRC) c/o First Childrens Embassy in the World-Megjashi Kosta Novakovic 22 Stret 1000 Skopje , Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Tel: 00 389 2 465 316 
Fax: 00 389 2 463 900 
Email: first@childrensembassy.org.mk 



Mali:
Malian Coalition for the Rights of the Child
BP 3123 Bamako, Mali 
Tel: 00 223 22 55 64 
Fax: 00 223 23 25 93 
Email: enda-bko@spider.toolnet.org 



Mauritius:
Groupement d'ONG pour l'Enfant
Avenue Queen Elizabeth Curepipe , Mauritius 
Tel: 00 230 675 5810 
Fax: 00 230 696 7166 
Email: apeim@intnet.mu 

Mauritius National Children's Council 
4th Floor SILWF Building Edith Cavell Str. Port Louis, Mauritius 
Tel: 00 230 212 - 6240 



Mexico:
Colectivo Mexicano de Apoyo a la Ninez
Gabriel Mancera 934, Col. del Valle
C.P. 03100
Mexico DF, Mexico 
Tel: +525 575 3668 
Fax: +525 559 0441 
Email: comexani@laneta.apc.org 

Red por los Derechos de la Infancia en México
Av. México-Coyoacán 350
Col. General Anaya
México DF 03340, Mexico 
Tel: +01555 56 01 71 33 
Fax: +01555 56042466 
Email: comunicacion@derechosinfancia.org.mx 
Website: www.derechosinfancia.org.mx 



Moldova, Republic of:
NGO Alliance in the field of child and family social protection
Puschin 26, str., of 319, Chishinau, Moldova, Republic of 
Tel: 00 373 22 234 069 
Fax: 00 373 22 024 268 
Email: office@alaintacf.net.md 
Website: aliantacf.net.md 



Mongolia:
Mongolia National NGO Coalition for the CRC
c/o MCRC Ulaanbaatar Central Post Office Box 1170 , Mongolia 
Tel: 00 976 11 310 807 
Fax: 00 976 11 310 649 
Email: mcrc@magicnet.mn 

National Coalition of NGOs of the Rights of the Child
c/o Mongolian Child Rights Centre Central Post Office 13 Box 1170 Ulaanbaatar 13, Mongolia 
Tel: 976-11-310807 
Fax: 976-11-310649 
Email: mcrc@magicnet.mn 



Nepal:
Child Rights Watch Nepal 
C/O INHURED International PO Box 2125 New Plaza, Putalisadak Kathmandu , Nepal 
Tel: 00 977 1 429741 
Fax: 00 977 1 419610 
Email: inhured@gopal.mos.com.np 
Consortium of Child Clubs of Nepal
Kupondole, Box 3394, Kathmandu, Nepal, Nepal 
Tel: 00 977 1 538204 
Fax: 00 977 1 538459 

National Alliance of Child Rights Organizations
c/o Concern for Children Nepal Chhauni, Ring Road GPO Box 4543 Kathmandu, Nepal 
Tel: 00 977 1 427 9231 
Fax: 00 977 1 427 7033 
Email: concern@mos.com.np 

South Asia Coalition on Child Servitude (INSEC) 
Informal Service Centre, PO Box 2726, Kalanki, Kathmandu, Nepal , Nepal 
Tel: 00 977 1 270770/278770 
Fax: 00 977 1 270551 

South Asia Forum on the Rights of the Child 
PO Box 4374 Kalimati, Tachchal Bagaincha, Kathmandu, Gauri Pradhan, Nepal 
Tel: 00 977 127 8064 
Email: cwin@mos.com.np 



Netherlands:
Dutch NGO Coalition for Children's Rights 
c/o Defence for Children International- Section Netherlands PO Box 75297, 1070 AG, Amsterdam , Netherlands 
Tel: 00 31 20 420 3771 
Fax: 00 31 20 420 3832 
Email: info@defenceforchildren.nl 
Website: www.kinderrechten.nl 



New Zealand:
Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa
P.O. Box 41532,
St. Lukes,
Auckland, New Zealand 
Tel: 00 64 9 828 2209 
Email: feedback@acya.org.nz 
Website: www.acya.org.nz 



Nicaragua:
Federación Coordinadora Nicaraguense de ONGs que trabaja con la ninez y la Adolescencia
c/o Dos Generaciones, de donde fue el restaurante Terraza 75 vs abajo Managua, Nicaragua 
Tel: 00 505 277 3517 
Email: codeni@codeni.com.ni 



Nigeria:
Child Rights Brigade International
Bola Ige Close 
Behind Protea Hotel 
Area 11 Junction 
Asokoro Abuja, Nigeria 
Tel: +2348077587215 
Email: charlesutulu@yahoo.com 

National Coalition on Children's Rights
c/o Child Welfare League of Nigeria EE 17 Ramat Close Husaini Bello PO BOX 10723, Kaduna Lagos, Nigeria 
Tel: 00 234 493 4005 
Fax: 00 234 493 4005 
Email: cwln2@hotmail.com 



Norway:
Forum for barnekonvesjonen 
c/o Norges Rode Kors/Norwegian Red Cross
Postboks 1 Gronland,
0133 Oslo, Norway 
Tel: 00 47 22 05 4000 
Email: eva.eriksen@redcross.no 



Pakistan:
Coalition Against Child Labour
No 14, Fourth Floor, 109 -West, Sardar Begum Plaza, Blue Area Islamabad, Pakistan 
Tel: 00 92 51 227 9504 
Fax: 00 92 51 227 9256 
Email: sparc@comsats.net.pk 

Society For Disabled People
house#1,
daud nager church road
Faisalabad, Pakistan 
Tel: +92418738827 
Email: sdppakistan@hotmail.com 



Palestinian Territories, Occupied:
Palestinian Coalition on the Rights of the Child
c/o Defence for Children 
International /Palestine Section 
P.O Box 55201
Jerusalem - via Israel, Palestinian Territories, Occupied 
Tel: + 972 2 240 7530 
Fax: + 972 2 240 7018 
Email: dci@dci-pal.org 



Panama:
Comision Panamena para el Cumplimiento de la Convencion de los Derechos del Nino y la Nina 
Nicolasa Terreros B c/o SERPAJ Calle 9, Rio Abajo Casa 22-03 "A" Panama Apartado Postal 87-2518, Zona 7 Panama , Panama 
Tel: 00 507 240 782 
Fax: 00 507 240 782 

Comit Permanente Contra el Maltrato Infantil Servico paz y Justicia
Servicio Paz y Justicia Apartado 812518 Zona 7 Panama, Panama 
Tel: 00 507 224 06 18 / 00 507 223 31 62 
Fax: 00 507 224 06 18 / 00 507 223 31 62 
Email: seraj_panama@yahoo.com 


Paraguay:
Coordinadora por los Derechos de la Infancia y la Adolescencia - CDIA
Roberto Stark Peru 1903 esq. Santo Domingo Asuncion, Paraguay, Paraguay 
Tel: 00 (595 21) 206 736 
Fax: 00 (595 21) 206 736 
Email: fdb@webmails.com.py 
Website: 



Peru:
Grupo de Iniciativa Nacional por los Derechos del Nino
Martín Pérez 866
Magdalena del Mar
Lima 17, Peru 
Tel: + 511 460 9917 
Fax: + 511 461 0402 
Email: gin@terra.com.pe 
Website: www.gin.org.pe 



Philippines:
Children's NGO Network - Philippines
c/o Children's Legal Bureau Inc. 
(CNN 
Secretariat)
10 Queen's Road, Camputhaw
Cebu City 6000, Philippines 
Tel: 00 6332 254 5091 
Fax: 00 6332 255 8016 
Email: clbphils@pacific.net.ph 

Philippine NGO Coalition on the CRC
c/o Consuelo Foundation 27th Floor Citibank Tower 8741 Paseo de Roxas Makati City, Philippines 
Tel: 00 632 848 0601 
Fax: 00 632 848 0051 
Email: amoll@consuelo.org 



Poland:
Polish Forum for Children's Rights
PL-30-506 Cracow Brodzinskiego Str 1, , Poland 
Tel: 00 48 12 640 0420 
Fax: 00 48 12 640 0420 
Email: fpd@free.ngo.pl 



Romania:
Federation of NGOs Active in Child Protection
Bdul Decebal no. 4, Bl. S11, Sc. 1, Et. 3, Ap. 9 3d district 741261 Bucharest, Romania 
Tel: 004013208065 
Fax: 004013208065 
Email: fonpc@dial.kappa.ro 

Salvati Copiii
Intr Stefan Furtuna, nr. 3
Sector 1, 010899 
Bucharest, Romania 
Tel: 00 40 21 314 40 50 
Fax: 00 40 21 312 44 86 
Email: rosc@salvaticopiii.ro 
Website: www.salvaticopiii.ro 



Russian Federation:
Coalition of Russian NGOs
c/o Right of the Child NGO 4, Luchnikov Lane, Entr. 3, of. 6
Moscow, 103982, Russian Federation 

Russian- Rights of the Child Programme of the Russian Research Centre for Human Rights
4, Luchnikov Lane, Entr. 3, of. 2
Moscow, 103982, Russian Federation
, Russian Federation 
Tel: (7-495) 621-15-65 
Fax: (7-495) 624-07-52 
Email: right-child@mtu-net.ru 
Website: www.pravorebenka.narod.ru 

Russia - Rights of the Child Programme
Luchnikov Lane 4 Room 10 Moscow 103982, Russian Federation 
Tel: 00 7 095 206 9871 / 00 7 095 206 8838 
Fax: 00 7 095 206 8951 
Email: right-child@mtu-net.ru 
Website: www.openweb.ru/p_z 



Senegal:
Coalition Nationale des Associations et ONG en Faveur de l'Enfance au Sénégal
Sacré Coeur III
Villa N° 9985
Dakar, Senegal 
Tel: +221 867 40 30 / 553 57 80 / 574 39 21 
Email: confasenegal@yahoo.fr 

COSEDE 
c/o Tribune de l'Enfant (TRIDE) BP 18312 Pikine Guinaw Rail, Dakar, Senegal 
Tel: 00 221 822 4073 
Fax: 00 221 822 0702 
Email: vieuxgane@yahoo.fr 



Sierra Leone:
National Coalition for the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of the Child
c/o DCI
42 Siaka Stevens Street
PO Box 1078
Freetown, Sierra Leone 
Tel: 00 232 76 624 060 
Fax: 00 232 22 224 431 
Email: dcisl@yahoo.com 



South Africa:
Children NOW Network
Suite 87, Private Bag X12, Tokai, 7966 Cape Town, South Africa 
Tel: 00 27 712 2330 
Fax: 00 27 21 712 2365 
Email: carolb1@iafrica.com 

National Children's Rights Committee
PO Box 30803
Braamfontein, 2017, South Africa 
Tel: 00 2711 339 1919 
Fax: 00 2711 339 1933 
Email: ncrc@sn.apc.org 
Website: 



Spain:
Plataforma de Organizaciones de Infancia
Calle Escosura, 3, bajo derecha de Madrid,
Madrid, Spain 
Tel: 00 34 91 447 7853 
Fax: 00 34 91 369 5028 
Email: poi@plataformadeinfancia.org 
Website: www.plataformadeinfancia.org 


Sri Lanka:
Child Rights Group
10 Kynsey Terrace Colombo 8, Sri Lanka 
Tel: 00 941 74 610 943 
Fax: 00 941 74 610 943 
Email: crg@diamond.lanka.net 
NGO Forum on the CRC
37, Mihindu, Mawatha Colombo 8, Sri Lanka 
Tel: 00 941 927 364 
Fax: 00 941 438 720 / 00 941 677 255 
Email: dcilanka@sltnet.lk 



Sudan:
Child Rights Forum
c/o Amal Society P.O. Box 10094 Khartoum, Sudan 
Tel: 00 249 11 467 644 
Email: amalsociety@yahoo.com 

National Council for Child Welfare
c/o Rädda Barnen, PO Box 3134, Khartoum, Sudan, Sudan 
Tel: 00 249 11 452293 
Fax: 00 249 306140 



Sweden:
Swedish NGO Network for Children's Rights 
c/o Save the Children Sweden
Landsvagen 39, Sundbyberg
07 88 Stockholm, Sweden 
Tel: 00 46 8698 9144 
Fax: 00 46 8698 9013 
Email: simone.ek@rb.se 



Switzerland:
Netzwerk Kinderrechte Schweiz - Réseau suisse des droits de l'enfant
Koordinationsstelle c/o Stiftung Kinderdorg Pestalozzi Haus Grund CH-9043, Trogen, Switzerland 
Tel: + 41 71 343 7380 
Fax: + 41 71 343 7339 
Email: c.weber@pestalozzi.ch 



Tajikistan:
National Coalition of NGOs for the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Tajikistan
St. Tehron 12 734002 Dushanbe, Tajikistan 
Tel: 00 109 92137 / 244220 
Fax: 11 109 92137 / 216582 
Email: rosiamo@herbs.tajik.net 



Tanzania, United Republic of:
Amani Centre for People with Disabilities
P.O. Box 579
Morogoro, Tanzania, United Republic of 
Tel: + 255 23 260 3982 
Fax: + 255 23 260 0829 
Email: amani_centre@yahoo.com 

Tanzania Movement for and with Children
TMC Secretariat P.O. Box 21159, Urambo Street, Upanga Plot No. 344, Aga Khan Building (1st Floor) Dar es Salaam, Tanzania , Tanzania, United Republic of 
Tel: +255 (0) 22 215 2925 
Fax: +255 (0) 22 215 2926 
Email: info@tmc.kabissa.org 
Website: www.tmc.kabissa.org 



Thailand:
Child Workers in Asia
PO Box 26
Srinakariwirot Post Office
Bangkok, 10117, Thailand 
Tel: +662 662 3866 8 
Fax: +662 261 2339 
Email: cwanet@csloxinfo.com 
Website: www.cwa.tnet.co.th 

Working Group on Children
Foundation for the Better Life of Children 100/475 Jangwatana 10 Tung Song Hong Dong Meung Bangkok 102 10 , Thailand 
Tel: 00 662 982 1477 
Fax: 00 662 982 1477 



Togo:
Collectif des ONGs de Protection des Droits de l'Enfant au Togo
c/o WAO-Afrique
Adidogomé
Rue des Frères Franciscains
B.P. 80242
Lomé, Togo 
Tel: + 228 225 8990 
Fax: + 228 225 7345 
Email: waoafrique@cafe.tg 

Forum des Organizations de Defence de Droits l'Enfant au Togo 
Quartier Totsi, derrière Immeuble Adébayor
Lomé
, Togo 
Tel: + 228 251 65 31 
Fax: + 228 225 73 45 
Email: forumtg2000@yahoo.fr 



Trinidad and Tobago:
The Trinidad and Tobago Coalition on the Rights of the Child
c/o YMCA 
Benbow Road off Wrightson Road
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago 
Tel: 00 809 627 87 64 
Fax: 00 809 625 96 22 
Email: ttcrc1999@yahoo.com 



Turkey:
National Coalition for the Rights of the Child 
Cengiz Topel, Ozden sok No 6/5, 80630 Etiler-Istanbul, Turkey 
Tel: 00 90 212 263 0300 
Fax: 00 90 212 263 3590 
Email: womanchild@superonline.com 

Tuvana Okuma Istekli Cocuk Egitim Vakfi
Nispetiye Cad. Birlik Sk. Akyildiz Sitesi A/Blok 24/19, 1. Levent Istanbul, Turkey 
Tel: 0090 212 282 89 16 
Fax: 0090 212 282 99 11 
Email: dhabib@tocev.org.tr 



Uganda:
Give Me A Chance
P.O. Box 11910 Kampala, Uganda 
Tel: 00 256 412 70122 
Fax: 00 256 412 70122 
Email: achance@starcom.co.ug 
Website: groups.msn.com/givemeachance 

Uganda Child Rights NGO Network
PO Box 10293 Kampala, Uganda 
Tel: 00 256 41 543 548 
Fax: 00 256 41 543 548 
Email: ucrnn@utlonline.co.ug 
Website: www.kampala-city-guide.com/ngo/ucrnn 



Ukraine:
All Ukranian Committee for Children's Rights
c/o Pro Media, 3
Pechersky Uzvuz
Kyiv, 252023, Ukraine 
Tel: +38 048 235.88.36; +38 44 213 1874 
Fax: +38 044 25.29.616; +38 44 227 2398 
Email: n.petrova@list.ru; npetrova@ipc.kiev.ua 
Website: 



United Kingdom:
Children's Rights Alliance for England
94 White Lion Street
London N1 9PF, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 20 7278 8222 
Fax: +44 20 7278 9552 
Email: info@crae.org.uk 
Website: www.crae.org.uk 

Participation Works
8 Wakley Street
London EC1V 7QE, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 845 603 6725 
Email: enquiries@participationworks.org.uk 
Website: www.participationworks.org.uk 

Scottish Alliance for Children's Rights
c/o Save The Children
2nd Floor, Prospect House,
5 Thistle Street
Edinburgh EH12 1DF, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0)131 527 8200 
Fax: +44 (0)131 527 8201 
Email: info@sacr.org.uk 
Website: www.sacr.org.uk 

Waging Peace
32 Queensway
W2 3RX London, United Kingdom 
Tel: 02072430300 
Email: louise.roland-gosselin@wagingpeace.info 
Website: www.wagingpeace.info 



United States:
National Committee for the Rights of the Child USA 
2530 Riva Road, Suite LL3 Annapolis, MD 21401, United States 
Tel: 00 1 410 224 8764/1 410 8416599 
Fax: 00 1 410 224 3725/1 410 224 3725 
Email: pacancpcal@aol.com 
Website: 



Uruguay:
Comité de los Derechos del Niño y Adolescente - Uruguay
Plaza Independencia 1376 piso 8
CP 11100
Montevideo, Uruguay 
Tel: + 598 2 9087803 / 9085873 
Fax: + 598 2 9021699 
Email: comitedn@adinet.com.uy / ielsur@chasque.net 
Website: www.comitedn.org 



Venezuela:
Red de los Derechos de la Niñez y Adolescencia
Apartado 63171 Caracas 1067, Venezuela 
Tel: 00 582 12 951 4079 
Fax: 00 582 12 951 5841 
Email: fpereira@cecodap.org.ve 



Viet Nam:
Vietnam Committee for the Protection and Care of Children 
35 Tran Phu Street Ha Na , Viet Nam 



Yemen:
Yemen National NGO Coalition 
PO Box 2701 Sanaa, Yemen 
Tel: 00 967 1 327 607 
Email: kassim6@yahoo.com 
Website: 



Zambia:
Children in Need Network - Zambia
P.O. Box 30118 Lusaka , Zambia 
Tel: 00 260 1 231 298 
Fax: 00 260 1 231 298 
Email: chin@zamnet.zm 

�* Newly elected members of the Committee. 


** Newly re-elected members of the Committee.


� See Annex 1 for background of Committee members.


�For the complete text of the Concluding Observations made to State parties reviewed during this session, go to the web pages listed at the end of section II.7 of this report. For the recommendations related to our issues, see section II (1-6) “Country reviews” below.


� See Annex 2 of this report for list of NGO Coalitions by country.





