Report on the 44th Session / 45th Pre-Session of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child

15 January – 9 February 2007

I. General information

Since 1993, there have been more than 300 State party reports prepared for review by the CRC Committee, of which more than 275 have been considered so far. Fewer and fewer of these are initial reports as the proportion of countries being examined for the second time is increasing with each session; a few countries such as Sweden, Bolivia and Yemen for example, have been reviewed three times. Less positively, a few countries (Afghanistan, Cook Islands, Naurum, Niue, Tuvalu & Tonga) have not presented a report to the Committee though they have been requested to do so on several occasions. 
From one session to another, the functioning of the Committee remains similar – as described in Part II (Articles 42 – 46) of the Convention, and therefore, the most recent session 44 was divided into two parts, the session per se, and the pre-session (of session 45). Committee members met almost every day during this period of four weeks, on some occasions in private (to prepare common public statements, discuss Concluding Observations, General Comments, etc.), but also in public meetings. After a period of almost two years during which the Committee met in dual chambers, it began again in January to meet in only one
. In all, the CRC reports of 7 countries were examined. The Committee also met NGOs from several of the countries that will be reviewed in June 2007 (session 45).

The following report discusses only the State party reviews in relation to the Convention – it does not take into account the reviews of the optional protocols.

During the session, the Committee was composed of the following people: Ms. Ghalia Mohd Bin Hamad Al-Thani (Qatar), Ms. Joyce Aluoch (Kenya), Ms. Alison Anderson (Jamaica), Mr. Jacob Egbert Doek (The Netherlands) (Chairperson), Mr. Kamel Filali (Algeria), Ms. Moushira Khattab (Egypt), Mr. Hatem Kotrane (Tunisia), Mr. Lothar Krappmann (Germany), Ms. Yanghee Lee (Republic of Korea), Mr. Norberto Liwski (Argentina), Ms. Maria Rosa Ortiz (Paraguay), Ms. Awa N’Deye Ouedraogo (Burkina Faso), Mr. Brett Parfitt (Canada), Mr. Awich Pollar (Uganda), Mr. Kamal Siddiqui (Bangladesh), Ms. Lucy Smith (Norway), Ms. Nevena Vuckovic-Sahovic (Serbia and Montenegro), Mr. Jean Zermatten (Switzerland). 

The Committee members’ domains of expertise and cultural backgrounds are various (legal, judiciary, medical, education, social, and other). A few of them are specifically interested in issues related to health and nutrition of infants and young children
.

At the end of February 2007, the election of nine members of the Committee
 took place in New York. See Annex I for complete lists of both old and new Committees (before 21 February, since 21 February).The Maldives review was postponed.

1) The Plenary session (15 January – 2 February 2007)

During the Plenary sessions, 7 countries were reviewed: Chile, Honduras, Kenya, Malaysia, Mali, Marshall Islands and Suriname.

Questions asked by Committee members to the governments followed the usual given order, with issues linked to the child’s right to health, nutrition and more specifically breastfeeding entering into “basic health and welfare”, answered in general at the beginning of the afternoon. Maternity protection issues were generally discussed in the cluster of articles related to "family environment and alternative care". At the end of the session, the Committee made official recommendations to each State party in its Concluding Observations.

Representatives from NGOs and UN organisations attend these meetings but do not intervene; they have numerous occasions to meet informally with Committee members during the session, and to discuss relevant documentation with them, data and country reports on, for example, health and nutrition issues, including breastfeeding. The Committee uses some of this material to formulate its questions to government officials. 

The size of government delegations often differs from one country to the other: some are very large, with official delegates from a variety of ministries such as Health, Education, Social Affairs, Gender, Family Affairs, Economy, Labour…; while others are considerably smaller. NGOs attending the sessions usually change daily depending on the country being reviewed. 

2) The Pre-session meeting (5-9 February 2007)
The Pre-session meetings are not open to the public. During this session, only 4 countries were listed concerning the State report: Kazakstan, Maldives, Slovak Republic, Uruguay. NGOs from some of these countries were heard by the Committee.

The pre-session meetings generally last three hours per country, and participants include representatives from domestic and international NGOs and/or national NGO coalitions that have prepared reports on child rights in their country. Government officials are not present. The Committee questions NGO representatives on various issues but most importantly on specific difficult or controversial issues. GIFA encourages IBFAN members to contact the national NGO coalition of their country
 to take part in the preparation of a national coalition alternative (or shadow) report in time for the pre-session. Also, IBFAN-GIFA contacts IBFAN groups in each country to prepare a short country report focused on the situation of infant and young child feeding. 

The NGO Group for the CRC Liaison Unit (LUP), together with the sub-group on National Coalitions (of which GIFA staff is one of the co-convenors), sets up a meeting during the pre-session and NGOs based in Geneva meet representatives from these NGO Coalitions. It is also particularly interesting for these National Coalitions to hear about the situation in other countries, as well as the experiences other National Coalitions have acquired (see point III below).
II. Country Reviews

The following summaries concern the discussions relating to the 7 countries examined during the Plenary session (15 January – 2 February 2007). Countries have been listed in alphabetical order. IBFAN-GIFA had received reports on the situation of breastfeeding from 5 IBFAN national groups and we have indicated this where relevant. I would like to thank Ms. W. Kerber-Ganse who attended all of the country reviews and took notes concerning health and nutrition issues whenever GIFA staff was unable to attend.

1) Chile (26 January 2007)

This was Chile's 3rd periodic report to the Committee. The delegation was composed of 12 members – unfortunately none from the Ministry of Health. There were two IBFAN reports on the state of breastfeeding! The country rapporteur was Mr Norberto Liwski.

Legislative and other measures: Several laws, programmes, plans have been adopted/set up recently,  including the National Policy and Integrated Plan of Action in favour of Children and Adolescents, 2001-2010; Filiation Act (1998), Adoption Act, Civil Marriages Act, Constitutional reform (2003), Commercial Sexual Exploitation Act (2004), a new healthcare plan, Office for the protection of childrenM; ratification of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (2002), the child's rights optional protocols (2003), Council of Ministers for Children and Adolescents (2003), Convention on the protection of migrant workers (2005); Chile is Growing with You is a comprehensive child protection system started in 2006. Moreover, the Children's Code will soon be adopted, as well as the Juvenile Criminal Responsibility Act.

During the discussion, the government representatives pointed to the need to reduce poverty (40% of children live in poverty) and inequalities (by developing programmes for children under 4 years, encouraging women to enter the labour market, providing decent work conditions, improving access to childcare and social services especially for children living in poverty, indigenous children, immigrants, street children; some 50,000 families participate in the Chile Solidario protection system) and the need to work with partners both from the NGO world and the private sector. Other issues included: civil rights and freedoms (of expression); education (compulsory schooling, minimum of 12 years; disabled children not in the school system – efforts being made; indigenous children only 6 years of schooling, bilingual teaching, transportation system; complaint mechanism in school system; increase in budget; food programmes; uniforms; books; vocational training under development; efforts on pre-schooling with aim for all children of working mothers in pre-school by 2010); definition of the child (marriage at 16); juvenile justice (need to modernise legislation dating back to 1967; long pre-trial detention; police violence and torture, long periods of detention, up to 10 years for 16 year-olds; children separated from adults in detention centres); birth registration; migrations; sexual exploitation and trafficking; adoption; children in institutional care (18,000) and 60,000 others in 53 programmes assisting in cases of abuse, etc.); complaints mechanism and nomination of an Ombudsman for children (to be established in 2007); torture during military rule and just compensation as well as excessive repression more recently; violence (family, schools, institutions, police force, etc.); lack of statistics; need for counselling services and helplines.  

Among the issues related to health, the positive establishment of the Universal Access to Healthcare Committee is concerned about maternal health, peri- and post-natal health, the coverage of migrants and of indigenous people, traditional pharmacopy, teenage pregnancies (programmes on reproductive health, morning after pill, information extended although opposition of the Church, right to continue schooling, high rate of suicide amongst this population), HIV/AIDS (prevention measures), increasing rates of suicide… 

Concerning breastfeeding, the Chile Grows with You programme encourages it in one of its 7 initiatives; working mothers are entitled to 60 minutes per day/2 years for breastfeeding; officers in workplace promote breastfeeding and its benefits. In 2006, a breastfeeding communication programme was developed with UNICEF; programme against obesity also developed in kindergartens. 
The Committee recommendations concern disabilities (paras 51-52), adolescent health (paras 55, 56:  sexual and reproductive health services, termination of pregnancies, suicides), HIV/AIDS (paras 57-58: preventive efforts especially for street children, adequate resources).

There was a recommendation related to obesity: Para 54: "…The Committee recommends the State party to take necessary measures to reduce and prevent incidence of obesity among children". It remains general. 
Suggestions: This recommendation to prevent obesity should be taken up by NGOs in Chile as it is linked both to malnutrition and to breastfeeding. Also the discussion showed that the government representatives were highly aware of the importance of breastfeeding, the link with the protection of working women. It also mentioned the importance of developing good relations with civil society and NGOs. Thus breastfeeding advocates have several directions to pursue their work with the government in Chile. 
The next report (consolidated 4th and 5th reports) is due by 12 September 2012. 

There is a national coalition in Chile that advocates should contact early in order to participate in the drafting of the next alternative report and follow-up of recommendations till then: 

Red de ONGs Infancia-Chile; tel: (562) 225 8752; (562) 274 8347; email: pidee@terra.cl
2) Honduras (19 January 2007)
This was the 3rd report from Honduras. The country delegation counted 11 people; the chief of delegation was from the Ministry of Health. There was an IBFAN report on the situation of breastfeeding. Ms. Ortiz and Mr. Zermatten were the country rapporteurs.
Legislation and other measures: A few new laws have been adopted touching on the situation of children: National Registry of Persons Act, HIV Act, Anti-Gang Act, Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities Act, Domestic Violence Act, but there still is no national policy regarding children. There are also new programmes linked to the National Plan of Action for Human Development, Children and Youth (1990-2000); and inter-sectoral committees on various issues and child rights measures at municipal level. Honduras has an Institute for the Family and Children, but it needs reforming. Honduras has ratified ILO convention No 182 (2001), the two optional Protocols to the CRC (2002), the Convention on Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers (2006), and several others.

Discussion centred on the fact that though 50% of the population in Honduras is under 18, there is not sufficient political will to improve the situation of children's rights. Honduras is a very poor country and high percentages of children live in poverty and in extreme poverty; there is a wide gap between rich and poor. This said, the aim of Honduras is to meet the MDGs; it has developed a Poverty Reduction Strategy – 8 of the 11 goals of the strategy aim at children. Other issues discussed: definition of the child (discrepancies between boys and girls for age of criminal responsibility, consent to medical care, sexual consent, end of schooling, entry into army); discrimination (children with disabilities, indigenous children; children from rural areas, girls); birth registration; sexual exploitation; violence (at all levels of society); inter-sectoral measures (child labour, sexual exploitation, child abuse, drug addiction); role of civil society; need for professionals trained in child rights issues. Concerning juvenile justice, boys and girls are treated differently and confinement conditions are deplorable; 48 children's judges. The number of street children is alarming (fleeing from domestic violence), as is the number of migrant children (in 2006, 2 612 children had been deported back to Honduras from US, Mexico and Guatemala); street gangs and high number of murders and disappearances of children.  In recent years Honduras has been focusing on access to education (from pre-school to secondary levels and on improving quality of education also; still high drop-out rates from primary schooling, discrepancies between urban and rural zones, higher percentages of girls than boys in school); child labour; adoptions (new law being drafted) …

The discussion related to health underlined that much progress had been done in this area (mobile clinics providing immunization, micronutrients, check ups) but that still more efforts were needed. The health reform is under way and focuses on prevention; it also aims to reduce by 20% malnutrition of children under-five, to improve level of sanitation throughout the country, to extend vaccinations. Amongst adolescents there are high levels of substance abuse, teenage pregnancies (30% of all births; 20% of teenagers are mothers), sexually transmitted diseases (increase in HIV/AIDS).
Regarding health of infants, including breastfeeding, the government has been making efforts by supporting BFHI, promotion programmes, but it needs to finds ways of sustaining these programmes. There is indeed a notable decrease in infant mortality (from 31%o in 2003 to 23%o in 2006) and maternal mortality probably linked to the increase in professional care at birth; the government claimed higher rates of breastfeeding which the Committee did not agree to. 

The Committee recommendations focusing on health included disabilities (paras 56, 57); adolescent health (paras 60, 61: teenage pregnancies, maternal mortality, clandestine abortions, substance abuse); HIV/AIDS (paras 62, 63: transmission amongst children, mother-to-child transmission, orphans, campaigns, discrimination). 

Relative to health and health services, the Committee was concerned by the high rates of mortality of infants, young children and mothers, as well as malnutrition and decreasing breastfeeding rates at age of 6 months. In para 59, the "Committee recommends that the State party… d) develop and approve a Special Law for the protection and Promotion of Breastfeeding rates…" 
In the section on Family environment, the Committee also recommended (paras 45, 46) that efforts be made to implement the present Equal Opportunities Act (2000) obliging companies with more than 30 employees to create day care centres for children up to age 7: "The Committee recommends that the State party: a) give appropriate assistance to parents…including appropriate measures to ensure that children of working parents have the right to benefit from child-care services and facilities for which they are eligible…"  
Suggestions: There was a discussion on risk and disease prevention, on nutrition and breastfeeding; advocates should indeed use the contradictory information between government statements on BF (high rates) and Committee recommendations (low rates) to make sure that rates are improved over the course of the next years. Moreover, requesting that a law on the protection and promotion of breastfeeding be drafted and implemented is of extreme importance. Advocates should also use the recommendations related to child care facilities because it is possible to make the link between low BF rates at six months and lack of crèches and child-care facilities at the workplace where breastfeeding mothers could express their milk for example.

The next report (a consolidated 4th and 5th report) has been requested by the Committee for 3 October 2012. 

There is a national coalition in Honduras that advocates should contact early in order to participate in the drafting of the next alternative report and follow-up on Committee recommendations until then:

COIPRODEN: tel: (504) 3733 556; (504) 373 623. Emails: ayo@sdnhon-org.hn; lacroixemm@hotmail.com
3) Kenya (7 February 2007)

This was Kenya's 2nd periodic report. The government delegation was large with 15 members and it was headed by Kenya's Vice-President; a representative from the Department of Medical Services was also present. IBFAN presented a report on the state of breastfeeding. Mr. H. Kotrane was country rapporteur.
Legislation and other measures: In 2004 a national policy on orphans and vulnerable children was adopted to care for orphans due to HIV/AIDS; in recent years economic reforms, new laws and ratification of international instruments (optional protocols, ILO and other conventions) have taken place. In 2002, the Children's Act came into force, aiming to protect children (free basic education, right to healthcare); a new labour law is being drafted (Kenya ratified ILO C182 in 2001); moreover, the Constitution is being re-drafted, and the recent version clearly defines children (under 18 years) and protects all, with special emphasis on a number of vulnerable categories of children. The Persons with Disabilities Act (2003) includes children, amongst others; an act against violence was adopted in 2006 as was the Sexual Offences Act.

During the discussion the following issues were brought up: institutions related to children (Area Advisory Councils; National Council for Children's Services; children's courts; follow-up mechanisms to the Convention); refugee children; juvenile justice (rehabilitation schools and programmes; nomination of child magistrates; insufficient number of institutions for children, mixed with adult offenders; free legal representation for child offenders); discrimination (children born out of wedlock; girls; minorities; children with HIV; street children); definition of the child (age of marriage, criminal responsibility at only 8!, children condemned to death penalty); birth registration; corporal punishment in families; education (free primary schooling; national plan on education-for-all, 2003-2015; numbers of children enrolled in both primary and secondary schooling has increased substantially; still high drop-out rates); adoption procedures are being defined (new act under way; ratification of the Hague convention; social protection mechanism for care of orphans by the community; foster care, the extended family (retribution) and other institutions such as charitable homes; extremely high numbers of children in these institutions); street children (numbers increasing: rehabilitation programmes in place since 2003, vocational training); violence (Stop Violence Bus for awareness-raising and health services for victims; shootings of children; rape of girls; torture). Other issues included: child labour (2 million children, programmes to educate them and find other financial resources for their family; informal sector employs large quantities of children); status of children in domestic versus traditional law; family reunification in cases of refugees (Somali children). Maternity leave was also brought up.
Regarding health, HIV/AIDS is by far the major issue with 2 million orphans directly due to the disease (girls, children under 5); it appears that stigma is being lifted thanks to sensitization. Free medical care for children under five has been developed thanks to new funds; immunization has increased from 46% (2001) to 71% (2006). Other health-related issues centred on adolescent health: abortion (illegal in Kenya and likely to remain so), reproductive health services for teenagers (teenage pregnancies: young girls can return to another school after giving birth); FGM has been outlawed but still many cases; the state of children with disabilities; alcohol consumption was discussed but no mention of drug abuse. A health system was integrated into the school system for both children and teenagers.

Concerning nutrition and breastfeeding: questions regarding the breastfeeding policy were asked; malnutrition is a serious problem, breastfeeding rates are lowering and quite low, also because of HIV/AIDS which seems to confuse everyone, including health professionals; there is a marketing code, implemented as a public health act. Community mother-support groups, financed by the government, have been developed. Breastfeeding infants of imprisoned mothers remain in prison for several months. 
The Committee’s recommendations  include sections on disabilities (paras 45, 46: integration in the education system, training of staff, early detection, finances); adolescent health (paras 49-50: study on specific health problems of adolescents, mental health, reproduction, pregnancies); HIV/AIDS (paras 51, 52: policy on infant and young child feeding and mother-to-child transmission; drugs to pregnant women and formula feeding to infants; orphans; public campaigns); and harmful traditional practices (paras 53, 54: prohibition, campaigns, sensitization programmes).

Concerning health and health services (paras 47, 48), the Committee expressed its concern about high infant and under-five mortality rates, lack of access to sanitation and clean water, malnourished children under age of five, and recommended that the government consider General Comment No 7 on implementing child rights in early childhood "including by improving prenatal care…; c) establishing more health care clinics in order to reduce distances for mothers and pregnant mothers; …e) develop appropriate national strategies to address critical nutritional needs of children…"
Concerning Family environment and alternative care, and more specifically, maternity protection at work, in paras 36 and 37, the Committee recommended that "the State party: a) provide further support to families in the form of family counselling, parenting education…; b) strengthen the support available to women before and after childbirth…; c) review maternity legislation in order to support women working in the formal and informal sector by providing the recommended 14 weeks of paid maternity leave in accordance with the ILO Maternal Protection Convention No 183." 
Suggestions: Although the discussion did include breastfeeding matters there was no direct recommendation on this. However it would be important for breastfeeding advocates to refer to the government acknowledgement of the need to improve breastfeeding rates. It is also essential that the recommendation to develop a policy concerning mother-to-child transmission of HIV, and to recommend formula feeding infants of HIV+ mothers, strictly follow the UNICEF and WHO AFASS recommendation (exclusive breastfeeding for several months if formula feeding is not acceptable, feasible, affordable, sustainable and safe). 

Also the issue of maternity leave is another important point – it is essential that legislation be improved so that future mothers are entitled to paid leave from work (in both the formal and the informal economy), also as a means to increase breastfeeding practice. Clearly the Committee is aware of the importance of breastfeeding provisions for working mothers and this should be followed closely.

Lastly, the next report (consolidated 3rd, 4th and 5th reports) is scheduled for 1 April 2012. There is a national coalition in Kenya that advocates should contact early in order to participate in the drafting of the next alternative report and follow-up on work related to the Committee recommendations: 

Kenya Alliance for Advancement of Children (KAACR). Tel:  (254) 2 445 0256, (254) 2 445 0257, (254) 2 445 0092 Email: Kaacr@kaacr.com; infor@kaarc.com
4) Malaysia (25 January 2007)

This was the initial report of Malaysia; the country delegation was very large, composed of 20 people, one of which belonged to the Ministry of Health (Family Health Development Division). IBFAN presented a report on the breastfeeding situation. Mr. Krappmann was country rapporteur. Malaysia was several years late in presenting its first report to the CRC Committee.
Legislation and other measures: Some of the legislation concerning children includes: Childcare Centres Act (1993), amendments to be made to the Internal Security Act (1975) that includes death penalty for children (under discussion to be repealed), the Islamic Family Law Act (1984), the Young Persons' Employment Act (1996), and the Child Act (2001, based on the CRC, forbids caning), Education Act (amended in 2004). The Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development is responsible for issues regarding children; since 2005 there is a focal point for implementing the CRC. This said, the legal system is triple with Shariah law, native law and civil law, and children seem to enjoy different rights depending on the system adopted – lack of harmonization. Moreover, Malaysia has not ratified numerous international conventions. A Human Rights Commission was established in 2000 and since then has seen into issues regarding children. There also is a HR Education and Promotion Working group. A National Child Policy is being drafted, as well as an anti-trafficking in persons bill.

The discussion focused on: efforts in the field of education (compulsory from age 6; in 2006, 91.6% enrolment rate in primary education, 84.4% in lower secondary schools and 72,4% in upper secondary schools; efforts to develop pre-school education and to mainstream vocational training); establishment of childcare centres for children under 4 throughout the country, with incentives for poor people, also in private sector; mechanisms for child protection (crisis intervention centres, 135 child activity centres, 131 protection teams); child participation (Rakan Muda programmes for youth out of school and unemployed); and vulnerable children (asylum-seeking children, refugees); discrimination (indigenous children, refugee children); birth registration (non-citizens are not always registered, as well as children of unwed mothers); freedom of speech; children with disabilities (364 community-based rehabilitation centres). Other issues included violence, corporal punishment (whipping, caning will be forbidden by the laws being amended; domestic violence); neglect and abuse (system set up in schools to identify cases is working well); sexual abuse, pornography and trafficking (victims often held in detention centres). Child labour (domestic servants, large population of migrant children); juvenile justice (pre-trial custody is allowed, probation hostels) were also discussed in length. An interesting discussion on budget allocation to NGOs working on issues related to women and children took place during which the Head of delegation explained that NGOs "complement the work of the Ministry and we work hand in hand"…

Concerning health: a new health structure has been developed in Malaysia resulting in the decrease in infant and child mortality rates in almost universal immunization coverage. A Reproductive Health and Social Education Guideline is presently being developed and will be implemented in hospitals specialized in the care of women and children. There still are high rates of malaria and TB (rates increasing in some areas); an increase of HIV/AIDS due to poor policy and lack of awareness (strategic plan developed for 2006-2010; mother-to-child transmission programme in place since 1998); generic drugs, increase in drug abuse (several measures to curb these numbers, clubs, sports, etc.).

Regarding breastfeeding, one question about the Malaysian code of marketing and violations was directed to the health representative. Her response was related to breastfeeding promotion – the World Breastfeeding Week, the Baby-friendly Hospital Initiative – and to protection: teams in Malaysia monitor the Codes (sic). These measures have been set in place to increase breastfeeding rates.

The Committee recommendations referred to children with disabilities (paras 60, 61: national policy, data collection, adequate health and social services); adolescent health (paras 66, 67: study on youth, customized health services, sex education); and HIV/AIDS (paras 68-70: national strategic plan, access to health services, counselling, orphans).

Concerning breastfeeding there was a direct recommendation: (paras 62, 63): "Committee recommends that the State party continue its efforts to…c) promote  exclusive breastfeeding among other things, by strengthening the national Code of Ethics for Infant Formula Products, ensuring that it fully complies with the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes and monitoring the implementation of the national Code both in public and private health facilities, as well as extending the length of a maternity leave to comply with internationally acceptable standards and promoting daily breastfeeding breaks for working mothers who wish to continue breastfeeding their children for a longer period of time." Other recommendations related to developing and strengthening primary care centres and preventive health services which also relate to child nutrition and to breastfeeding.

Suggestions: During the discussion the delegation was quite vocal in relation to breastfeeding and made comments relating to the national code of marketing and promotion of breastfeeding. The Committee recommendations are particularly strong and widespread: from extending the practice of exclusive breastfeeding to preparing a national marketing law as strong as the International Code, to improving length of maternity leave and legislation for working mothers and allowing breastfeeding breaks… Advocates certainly have a clear programme of work…

The next report (a consolidated 2nd, 3rd and 4th report) has been requested for 19 March 2012. We are not aware of a child's rights NGO coalition in Malaysia. If there is one, please inform us, and please join it in order to participate in the drafting of the next alternative report and the follow-up of the Committee's present recommendations.
5) Mali (18 January 2007)

This was the 2nd  report and review of Mali. The government delegation included 6 members; there was no representative from the Ministry of Health. There was an IBFAN report on the situation of breastfeeding. Ms. A. Ouedraogo was country rapporteur. 
Legislation and other measures: Since 1999 there have been a number of legislative changes, creation of programmes and other measures to improve the situation of children: Individuals and Family Code (adopted in 2002, but still before Parliament), the Child Protection Code (2002). The comprehensive strategic plan of 1992-2000 was not continued but transformed into segmented plans:  the 10-year Social and Health Programme, the 10-year Education Programme, the 10-year Programme for Justice, and the Strategic Framework for Combating Poverty; a ministry for the Promotion of Women, Children and the Family is responsible for coordinating policies and programmes. Mali ratified the Hague Convention on adoptions in 2001. There is a Children's Parliament and a Children's Association, as well as an Ombudsperson (since 1997) – not specifically for children.

During the discussion the Committee was concerned by the high number of children: 49% of the population is under 20, but generally speaking, because of the traditional culture, children have little right to be heard. Other issues included: definition of the child (18 for majority, 13 for criminal responsibility, 14 for employment); discrimination (girls, children born out of wedlock, children with disabilities, street children); education (free in theory, enrolment rate of all girls was 60% in 2004; compared to boys are considerably lesser; high illiteracy rates; Coranic schools; teaching of Tuareg children; special schools for disabled children); early and forced marriages (girls often married at 11 or 12 years of age); translation of the provisions of the Convention into Malian law; violence in the homes and in schools; abuse including sexual and psychological abuse (lack of support); birth registration (2004-2008 action plan, now free; need for mobile units); refugee children; street children and forced begging; child trafficking (agreement in 2000 against slave trade between Mali and Côte d'Ivoire and other neighbouring countries; Abuja agreement against trafficking, 2006); AIDS and the resulting high number of orphans; adoptions (and right of children to maintain ties with biological parents); role of NGOs in delivering services. Children are also victims of torture (by police officers). There is a complaints mechanism in place but traditionally such issues would remain within the family and not be brought forth publicly. Juvenile justice also was examined: alternative penalties to incarceration, rehabilitation centres, difficult children often in same centres as children in conflict with the law, lack of child courts (only one in the country), etc..

Regarding health, the issues included: programme to combat FGM is presently being assessed, malaria (bed nets for pregnant women); reproductive health and sexually transmitted diseases, mental health, increase in rates of suicide, teenage pregnancies. Drugs also seem to be a serious problem, as well as alcohol and tobacco consumption. HIV/AIDS is a taboo subject but slowly people are speaking about it and awareness raising is the new direction taken by the government to de-stigmatise the illness (free retroviral therapy since 2005). 

Concerning breastfeeding, there was a short discussion: rates have gone down and the government has decided to set up 10 maternal care clinics as well as 10 mother support homes to reverse these trends: information about advantages of breastfeeding.

Recommendations made to the State party relating to health and welfare concerned children with disabilities (paras 48, 49: inclusion in regular education system, campaigns); harmful traditional practices (paras 52, 53: prohibition of FGM, awareness-raising campaigns, adequate training of practitioners to find other profession); adolescent health (paras 54, 55: mental health, alcohol and drug abuse, reproductive and sex education); HIV/AIDS (paras 56, 57: free antiretroviral therapy,  availability of contraceptives, orphans, discrimination and: "c) continue and strengthen efforts to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV").
Concerning health and health services (paras 50, 51) the Committee was particularly concerned by the need for Mali to: "a) strengthen its efforts to ensure universal access to maternal and child health care services and facilities… c) reinforce measures to prevent malnutrition…d) reinforce measures to promote and encourage exclusive breastfeeding for an infant's first six months and adopt the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes." 
Suggestions: The recommendations made to the government regarding breastfeeding are strong, explicit and focus both on promotion and protection (extending the practice of exclusive breastfeeding, and implementing the International Code). Moreover, in the recommendations regarding mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS, advocates have to make sure that policies include the UNICEF/WHO AFASS recommendation (exclusive breastfeeding for some months if formula feeding is not acceptable, feasible, affordable, sustainable and safe). AFASS should be followed and parents thoroughly informed. Regarding malnutrition, infections, poor sanitation, advocates should make the direct link with the need to promote breastfeeding amongst the population.
The next report (a consolidated 3rd, 4th and 5th report) has been requested for 19 October 2012. 

There is a national coalition in Mali that advocates should contact early in order to participate in the drafting of the next alternative report and follow-up on the Committee's present recommendations: 

Malian Coalition for the Rights of the Child; tel: (223) 22 5564; (223) 23 2593; 

email: enda-bko@spider.toolnet.org
6) Marshall Islands (22 January 2007)

On the day scheduled for the Marshall Islands' review of the 2nd report (22 January 2007), the Committee received an apology explaining that, for the 2nd time, the government delegation would be absent. The Committee decided to hold a closed technical review of the report. Ms. A. Ouedraogo was country rapporteur.

There was thus no discussion-exchange with the government of the Marshall Islands and the discussion itself was limited as the country report provided out of date information and there had been no written replies to any of the Committee's questions. However, it was possible to note that legislation had improved: Adoption Act (2002), Sale of Tobacco to Minors Act (2003), Birth Registration and Marriage Registration Act, Criminal Code. However, there is no overall national plan of action; funds are limited, as well as human resource capacity. Noted discrimination when comparing the situation of children in the different islands (health, education). It was decided that final conclusions would be adopted but that an ad hoc officer should be appointed to re-open the dialogue.

A number of recommendations were clearly related to our areas of work. Regarding health more generally:  disabilities (paras 48, 49: inclusion in the regular educational system, special programmes, special training for teachers, early detection); adolescent health (paras 54, 55: drugs and harmful substances, mental health services, sexual and reproductive health services); HIV/AIDS (paras 56, 57: prevention, efforts to combat spread of the disease, prevent discrimination, counselling, prevention of mother-to-child transmission). 

In relation to health and health services (paras 50-52): "The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts….including through: a) reviewing existing policies and practices and ensuring that health care is provided free of charge…; c) urgently addressing the issue of infant and child mortality, especially by focusing on preventive measures and treatment, including vaccination uptakes, improved nutrition…; d) providing adequate training to health professionals; e) adopting and implementing a national law on marketing of breast-milk substitutes and promote exclusive breastfeeding for at least six months; f) ensuring that all segments of society are informed, have access to health education and are supported in the use of basic knowledge of child health and nutrition, including the advantages of breastfeeding;…h) providing adequate water sanitation and access to clean drinking water…" 

One other recommendation, para 38, refers to the need for crèches: "The Committee …urges the State party to consider developing comprehensive measures to encourage responsible parenthood and to assist needy families with their child-rearing responsibilities…for instance…by securing childcare services and facilities for working parents…"
Suggestions: These are very strong recommendations which can serve as guidelines for advocates (unfortunately there is no IBFAN group in the Marshall Islands): both the issue of support/promotion/prevention of better nutrition (training of professionals, information to parents and communities, exclusive BF for 6 months) and its protection (drafting and implementing a marketing code, developing crèches in which it would be possible to mention support breastfeeding) are spelled out here, making these recommendations truly comprehensive. Given that the government seems to express little interest in its child rights responsibilities, NGOs and breastfeeding advocates should probably seek to work more closely with UNICEF, ILO, OHCHR and WHO representatives.

The next report, which would combine a 3rd and 4th report, is scheduled for 2 November 2010.
We are not aware of a child's rights NGO coalition in the Marshall Islands. If there is one, please inform us, and please join it in order to participate in the drafting of the next alternative report and follow-up on the present recommendations of the CRC Committee.

7) Suriname (19 September 2006)
This Suriname's 2nd periodic review. The government delegation included 6 delegates; one member was from the Ministry of Health. There was no IBFAN report on the situation of breastfeeding. Mr. Kamal Siddiqui was the country rapporteur. 
Legislation and other measures: Since its last report, Suriname has made numerous efforts to collect accurate data on the state of the general population (General Census, 2005; Multiple Indicators Cluster Survey, 2006; Special protection monitoring system, Child indicatory monitoring system) though the Committee wondered if the data was sufficiently disaggregated and really used for policy making. Other positive points, the adoption of the National Youth Policy Framework (2000), the National Policy Plan for Children (2001) and the National Policy Plan for Children (200-2006), and also others focusing on health, disabilities, education, legal protection, HIV/AIDS. However some measures towards improving the lot of children have not always followed:  there is no action plan for the period 2007-2011; legislation is slow to be drafted and adopted; the National Commission on the Rights of the Child, dissolved in 2000, has been replaced by the National Bureau for the Rights of the Child, but it is poorly financed and is not the optimal coordinating body to monitor implementation of the rights of the child. 

The discussion included issues pertaining to the high level of poverty in the country: 50-75% of the population live below the poverty line which has led to high numbers of children relegated to institutional care  (approx. 1,500 children) and foster homes (need for quality control, guidelines, evaluation); poverty reduction strategies have been drafted but programmes are not implemented. The budget for social programmes and child's rights is rather low; education (enrolment in preschools and primary schools is improving but few pre-schools; less dropouts in primary school; rates of secondary schooling seem to be lowering; building of new schools and playgrounds; improving quality of teachers; policies to encourage teenage mothers to return to school); corporal punishment (widespread in families and school); increase in rates of child abuse (sexual and physical abuse; abuse prevention network established with 32 NGOs; awareness in the community; need for a systematic complaints mechanism, counselling services); adoptions; discrimination (children born out of wedlock; sexual consent, difference between rural and urban areas related to enjoyment of child's rights);  juvenile justice (age of criminal responsibility: under 10, no criminal responsibility; ages 10-16, prosecuted as children; ages 16-18, prosecuted as children or as adults depending on charge and at discretion of judge; free legal aid in theory but only 2 lawyers for the whole country; new "alternative sanctions for youngsters" programme; training of judges on child rights); collaboration with NGOs (little so far); complaints mechanism (Youth police whose mandate does not cover social care that is in fact greatly needed); correctional institutions (none for girls; no quality control, no safety measures, no specific training for personnel). Other topics included: participation of children (child Parliament); birth registration; early childhood development programmes; increase in teenage pregnancies; sexual exploitation…

The health situation seems to be improving, at least in some areas: immunization has increased from 70% in 2000 to 85% in 2004; mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS is under scrutiny (1% of pregnant women are infected; infected children are placed in residential care) and an overall HIV policy is being developed (prevention, information, use of condoms); primary and secondary health care, almost free of charge, also in development throughout the country; school health clubs; new policy for children with disabilities; decrease by 75% of malaria cases in 2006; rates of alcohol and tobacco consumption are increasing. A mother and child health care policy has been drafted to lower maternal and child mortality. A programme has been launched in the interior to diversify the diet of the population (and include more vegetables). 

Another programme aims at lowering the high rates of malnutrition. Infant mortality also is high; breastfeeding rates are low at 30%, and exclusive breastfeeding rates are extremely low at 6%; no baby friendly hospital. Maternity leave is very short, with only 6 weeks, which may explain the low rates of BF. A breastfeeding promotion programme is in place but legislation clearly has to change if there is to be any improvement (says the government representative).  

Recommendations related to disabilities (paras 49, 50: implementation of legislation, ratification of conventions, services for children; sensitization, special training of teachers); adolescent health ( paras 53, 54:  more programmes and services,  prevention in relation to drugs, alcohol, early pregnancies, mental health); HIV/AIDS (paras 55, 56: implementing the National Strategic Plan, developing a special prevention programme, strengthen capcity of families and community, discrimination, information material).

Concerning health and health services (paras 51, 52): "The Committee recommends that the State party continue to conduct training for health workers,….to actively promote breastfeeding, that it address the problem of malnutrition… "
Suggestions: These recommendations remain general and focus mainly on promotion of breastfeeding (as opposed to protection). They are certainly very useful, especially if we consider the discussion that took place: indeed, the Committee encourages the government to seek technical assistance from UNICEF and WHO who have developed clear recommendations regarding breastfeeding in the case of HIV/AIDS, emergency situations, maternity protection and marketing of breastmilk substitutes; and the government itself acknowledges the need to improve its policies and legislation. Breastfeeding advocates can approach the ministry using these arguments.  
The Committee asks that Suriname make a consolidated 3rd and 4th report by 30 March 2010. 

We are not aware of a child's rights NGO coalition in Suriname. If there is one, please inform us, and please join it in order to participate in the drafting of the next alternative report and follow-up the present recommendations of the Committee.

8. Summary

The table below correlates reports prepared by IBFAN groups in the countries under review, questions asked by members of the Committee on breastfeeding, and their final Concluding Observations. For this session, of the 7 countries reviewed, we presented 5 IBFAN reports (70%). Questions on breastfeeding were asked in all cases – with the exception of Marshall Islands (no government representatives, no discussion whatsoever) – which is excellent! The Committee made direct and indirect recommendations concerning breastfeeding, breastfeeding programmes or related issues (lower mortality rates, malnutrition, clean water, healthy diets, International Code, etc.) in all cases (indirect recommendation on obesity for Chile, direct recommendations for all other countries), which again is extremely encouraging. We should note however, that regarding mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS through breastfeeding which was discussed in at least three reviews, the Committee did not mention the UNICEF/WHO AFASS recommendations. This needs to be discussed in future. 

It is worth mentioning that most of these recommendations appear to be more precise than previous ones, with concrete aims to be reached.

	Country
	IBFAN report
	Questions on BF
	Specific recommendations on BF (and related issues)

	Chile
	Yes
	Yes
	Indirect: Para 54: obesity

	Honduras
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes: Para 46: childcare facilities

Para 59: infant and child mortality; special law to protect and promote breastfeeding; maternal mortality

	Kenya
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes: Para 37: maternity protection. Para 46: malnutrition under 5; mortality rates; poor sanitation; national nutrition strategies

HIV/AIDS: policy to include formula feeding

	Malaysia
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes: para 63: promotion of exc. BF for 6 months; extension of maternity leave; draft a code of marketing: baby friendly hospitals 

	Mali
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes: para 51: malnutrition, exclusive breastfeeding, International code of marketing, HIV/AIDS and mother-to-child transmission

	Marshall Islands
	No
	No
	Yes: Para 38: crèches 

Para 52: health policies on infant mortality, nutrition, training of professionals, IC of marketing, exclusive breastfeeding, information to parent on optimal nutrition, water and sanitation 

	Suriname
	No
	Yes
	Yes: paras 51, 52: training health workers, promotion BF, address malnutrition, technical assistance from WHO, UNICEF


Concerning the table above, we can conclude that:

· Issues on and concerning breastfeeding have become a “normal issue” for discussion, and questions on breastfeeding are being asked systematically (even when there is no IBFAN report). Also, direct and indirect mention of breastfeeding, better nutrition and education about nutrition, ways of preventing child mortality, exclusive breastfeeding etc., occur very frequently, if not always every time. 
· A number of countries report relatively extensively on issues pertaining to women’s and children’s health and nutrition, including breastfeeding; and have integrated a number of measures to improve the situation. 

· However, this said, if we aim for questions to continue and for recommendations to be maintained at a high level, it is essential that we continue sending in reports on the breastfeeding situation, and maintain our presence during the sessions: this has been expressed to GIFA staff on more than one occasion. 
· Equally important, advocates have to follow up on discussions and recommendations at country level after the review of their country. In this report we have included information in each country summary on the due-date of the next report and the contact details of the national child rights coalitions so that breastfeeding advocates approach them to work together.
· Since the 30 May 2006 celebration organized by GIFA to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Code attended by several members of the CRC Committee we note that there have been more questions and discussion on and about the International Code and national codes of marketing than in previous sessions; as well as recommendations on codes of marketing. We should consider this a success.
For the full-text version of the CRC Secretariat report please refer to the OHCHR website (http://ohchr.org/eng/bodies/crc) or, if it does not function, to the old CRC website address: (http: www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/crc).

For full Concluding Observations, refer to the following webpages:
Chile: http://ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC_C_CHL_3.pdf
Honduras: http://ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC_C_HND_3.pdf
Kenya: http://ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC_C_KEN_CO_2.pdf
Malaysia:  http://ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC_C_MYS_CO_1.pdf
Mali: http://ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC_C_MLI_CO_2.pdf
Marshal Islands: http://ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC_C_MHL_CO_2.pdf
Suriname: http://ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC_C_SUR_CO_2.pdf
III. NGOs and the Pre-sessional meetings (5-9 February 2007)

NGOs from Kazakhstan, Slovaquia and Uruguay, met with the Committee during the pre-sessional meetings in relation to the May-June country reviews (Session 45). NGOs from Bangladesh, Guatemala, Monaco, Norway, Sweden and Ukraine had been scheduled to meet for the reviews of the optional protocols; some of these meetings were cancelled due to lack of information. The meetings were closed and GIFA staff did not attend. 

A meeting with National NGO Coalitions was organised on 7 February by the NGO Group subgroup on national NGO coalitions, of which GIFA staff is one of the co-convenors. Representatives from NGOs from Bangladesh, Guatemala, Kazakhstan and Uruguay were there. During the meeting, NGOs exchanged information regarding the specific child rights problems that are their greatest challenges. A member of CONGO staff described the new Human Rights Council and the process following its creation. Finally, NGOs that were present pointed to a number of ways the subgroup could help them in their work following the country reviews. Notes of the meeting are available upon request. For more information about the National Coalition Subgroup please contact Carolyne Willow (cwillow@crae.org.uk) or Elaine Petitat-Côté (elaine.cote@gifa.org).

IV. Theme day, 21 September 2007

Every year in September a special day is organised on a theme of particular interest to the Committee. State parties and NGOs are invited to present papers and to attend the event; expected outcome are recommendations that the Committee can use during the review process (and often a General Comment – written document – is prepared following such a discussion day). For more detailed information concerning the topic, registration, etc. of the 2007 day of discussion on "Resources for the Rights of the Child – Responsibility of States", please refer to Annex 2 below or to the website: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/discussion.htm or CRCgeneraldiscussion@ohchr.org. 
V. General Comments 

Work in relation to the General Comment on Juvenile Justice was continued during this sessions; work an a new General Comment on  The Rights of Children of Indigenous People was also begun.

VI. Human Rights Council and other Human Rights Instruments

For more information concerning the Human Rights Council and the discussions/decisions taken during its first sessions please refer to: http://www.ohchr.org/english/press/media.htm
To be noted that during 2007, the Committee on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) will move from New York to Geneva and the Committee sessions will take place in Geneva. 

VII. 45th session, 2007 +46th pre-session, 

1) Plenary session 45 (15 January-2 February 2006)

The following countries will be reviewed: Kazakstan, Maldives, Slovak Republic,Uruguay. 

2) Pre-sessional meeting 45 (5-9 February 2007)
NGOs from States parties to be reviewed in May 2007 will attend the pre-session in September. Countries are: Sierra Leone and Venezuela.

IX. Elections of the CRC Committee (February 2007)

In February 2007, nine members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child were elected/reelected: Ms. Agnes Akosua Aidoo (Ghana), Mr. Luigi Citarilla (Italy), Mr. Kamel Filali (Algeria), Ms. Maria Herczog (Hungary), Ms. Moushira Khattab (Egypt), Mr. Hatem Kotrane (Tunisia), Mr. Lothar Krappmann (Germany), Ms. Rosa Maria Ortiz (Paraguay) and Mr. Dainius Puras (Lithuania).  

For more information, see Annex 1.
Annex 1:
Members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

(up to 21 February 2007)
Ms. Joyce Aluoch (Kenya): Elected in 2003 (till 2009). Judge of High Court of Kenya, head of the Family Court division. Advocate and lobbyist for children’s rights both nationally and regionally, has participated in human rights projects organized by NGOs. Member of the African Union Monitoring Committee of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. 
Ms. Ghalia Mohd Bin Hamad Al-Thani (Qatar): Elected in 2001 and again in 2005 (till 2009). Head of the Department of Health, Qatar; Chairperson of the Pediatrics Departement; Chairperson of the Organising Committee of the Qatar International Paediatric Conferences; Fellow of the Royal College for Paediatrics and Child Health; Chairperson for the Committee for Special Needs (physical and mental handicaps); member of the Advisory Committee of the Supreme Council for Family Affairs.

Ms. Alison Anderson (Jamaica): in January 2005 (till 2007). Replaced Ms. Marjorie Taylor who resigned from the Committee for health reasons.

Mr. Jacob Egbert Doek (The Netherlands) (Chairperson): Member since 1999, re-elected in 2003 (till 2007). Professor of Family and Juvenile law, Vrije University; Director of the Office of International Relations, Vrije University; Deputy Juvenile Court Judge, The Hague; founding Member of Defense for Children International.

Mr. Kamel Filali (Algeria): Elected in 2003 (till 2007). Expert on International Humanitarian Law, with special interest in the rights of women and children. Committee member of the National Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. 

Ms. Moushira Khattab (Egypt): Re-elected in 2003 (till 2007). General Secretary of the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood.

Mr. Hatem Kotrane (Tunisia): Elected in 2003 (till 2007). UNICEF consultant supporting the elaboration of reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child from Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, and Oman. ILO expert on the revision of labour codes in several Middle-Eastern countries. Currently, law professor and independent expert to the Commission on Human Rights and the Vice President of the Tunisian Association of Social Rights. 

Mr. Lothar Krappmann (Germany): Elected in 2003 (till 2007). Researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Human Development and Education. Professor of Sociology and Education. 

Ms. Yanghee Lee (Republic of Korea): Elected in 2003 (till 2007). Professor of Child Psychology at Sung Kyunkwan University and member of Save the Children Korea. Currently the governing director of the Korean Association for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect and member of the Korean Institute for Children’s Rights. Member of the Committee on Child Welfare for the city of Seoul.
Mr. Norberto Liwski (Argentina): Elected in 2003 (till 2007). Current president of Defense for Children International, Argentina, and the National Council of Youth, Adolescence, and Family. Has worked internationally as a member of the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Institute of Children. 
Ms. Rosa Maria Ortiz (Paraguay): Elected in 2003 (till 2007). Well known leader in child rights work in Paraguay, she has personally participated in and/or founded several of Paraguay’s most influential NGOs and has represented Paraguay’s human rights NGOs in many regional and international fora. Is currently Joint Director of the International NGO on Infancy.  

Ms. Awa N’Deye Ouedrago (Burkina Faso): member since 1997, re-elected in 2003 (till 2007). Professor at the Direction générale de la coopération internationale; Professor of linguistics; former Cultural Advisor, B-F Embassy to USA.

Mr. Brett Parfitt (Canada): Elected in 2005 (till 2009). Areas of expertise: independent monitoring systems (ombudsman and other complaint mechanisms), resources and budget allocation, coordination of policies, teaching CRC in schools, data collection, children's views, children in prisons, children in care.

Mr. Awich Pollar (Uganda): Elected in 2005 (till 2009). Areas of expertise: Legal issues, problems between national laws and the CRC, corporal punishment, data collection, discrimination against girls, child soldiers, plans of action.

Mr. Kamal Siddiqui  (Bangladesh): Elected in 2005 (till 2009). Data collection, independent monitoring systems, indigenous children, children in armed conflict, religious education, adoption, cooperation with NGOs at municipal and regional level.

Mrs. Lucy Smith (Norway): Elected in 2003 (till 2009). Professor of Child and Family Law, has published extensively on the protection of children’s rights. Has worked with humanitarian organizations and as an advisor to UNICEF, Norway. Currently, Chair of the Board of the Norwegian Institute of Human Rights. Former member of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). 

Mrs. Nevena Vuckovic-Sahovic (Serbia and Montenegro): Elected in 2003 (till 2009). Founder and current president of the Child Rights Centre in Belgrade whose goal is the implementation of the CRC through the introduction of new laws, policies, and practices. Has been involved in various human rights organizations and national NGOs. 
Mr. Jean Zermatten (Switzerland): Elected 2005 (till 2009). Lawyer by training. Areas of expertise: children in institutions, alternative care and detention centres, child participation and right to be heard, discrimination (indigenous children, asylum seekers), domestic violence, criminal responsibility. 

Committee on the Rights of the Child (as of 21 February 2007)

Ms. Agnes Akosua Aidoo (Ghana): Elected in 2007 (till 2011). Advisor and researcher: child's rights, gender issues, social policy, poverty, exclusion. Member of the Advisory Board of the Institute of African Studies, International Women's Empowerment Research Consortium.

Ms. Ghalia Mohd Bin Hamad Al-Thani (Qatar): Elected in 2001 and again in 2005 (till 2009). Head of the Department of Health, Qatar; Chairperson of the Pediatrics Department; Chairperson of the Organising Committee of the Qatar International Paediatric Conferences; Fellow of the Royal College for Paediatrics and Child Health; Chairperson for the Committee for Special Needs (physical and mental handicaps); member of the Advisory Committee of the Supreme Council for Family Affairs.

Ms. Joyce Aluoch (Kenya): Elected in 2003 (till 2009). Judge of High Court of Kenya, head of the Family Court division. Advocate and lobbyist for children’s rights both nationally and regionally, has participated in human rights projects organized by NGOs. Member of the African Union Monitoring Committee of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.

Mr. Luigi Citarella (Italy): First elected 2001-2005; elected 2007 (till 2011). Director of studies of International Academy of International Law; professor of International Law and Human Rights (Rome); consultant.
Mr. Kamel Filali (Algeria): Elected in 2003 (till 2011). Expert on International Humanitarian Law, with special interest in the rights of women and children. Committee member of the National Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. 

Ms. Maria Herczog (Hungary). Elected 2007 (till 2011). Senior researcher (child welfare and protection); editor of journals; consultant for UNICEF; co-author of the Hungarian NGO alternative report.

Ms. Moushira Khattab (Egypt): Re-elected in 2003, 2007 (till 2011). General Secretary of the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood. Chair and Board member of various committees (violence against children, International Bureau for Children's Rights).

Mr. Hatem Kotrane (Tunisia): Elected in 2003 (till 2011). UNICEF consultant supporting the elaboration of reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child from Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, and Oman. ILO expert on the revision of labour codes in several Middle-Eastern countries. Currently, law professor and independent expert to the Commission on Human Rights and the Vice President of the Tunisian Association of Social Rights. 

Mr. Lothar Krappmann (Germany): Elected in 2003 (till 2011). Researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Human Development and Education. Professor of Sociology and Education. Member of various associations on human rights.

Ms. Yanghee Lee (Republic of Korea): Elected in 2003 (till 2009). Professor of Child Psychology at Sung Kyunkwan University and member of Save the Children Korea. Currently the governing director of the Korean Association for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect and member of the Korean Institute for Children’s Rights. Member of the Committee on Child Welfare for the city of Seoul.
Ms. Rosa Maria Ortiz (Paraguay): Elected in 2003 (till 2011). Well known leader in child rights work in Paraguay, she has personally participated in and/or founded several of Paraguay’s most influential NGOs and has represented Paraguay’s human rights NGOs in many regional and international fora. Is currently Joint Director of the International NGO on Infancy.  

Mr. Brett Parfitt (Canada): Elected in 2005 (till 2009). Areas of expertise: independent monitoring systems (ombudsman and other complaint mechanisms), resources and budget allocation, coordination of policies, teaching CRC in schools, data collection, children's views, children in prisons, children in care.

Mr. Awich Pollar (Uganda): Elected in 2005 (till 2009). Areas of expertise: Legal issues, problems between national laws and the CRC, corporal punishment, data collection, discrimination against girls, child soldiers, plans of action.

Mr. Dainius Puras (Lithuania): Elected in 2007 (till 2011). Head and associate professor of child psychiatry and social paediatrics; head of clinic (Vilnius Children's Hospital), WHO mental health programme.  

Mr. Kamal Siddiqui  (Bangladesh): Elected in 2005 (till 2009). Data collection, independent monitoring systems, indigenous children, children in armed conflict, religious education, adoption, cooperation with NGOs at municipal and regional level.

Mrs. Lucy Smith (Norway): Elected in 2003 (till 2009). Professor of Child and Family Law, has published extensively on the protection of children’s rights. Has worked with humanitarian organizations and as an advisor to UNICEF, Norway. Chair of the Board of the Norwegian Institute of Human Rights. Former member of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). 

Mrs. Nevena Vuckovic-Sahovic (Serbia and Montenegro): Elected in 2003 (till 2009). Founder and current president of the Child Rights Centre in Belgrade whose goal is the implementation of the CRC through the introduction of new laws, policies, and practices. Has been involved in various human rights organizations and national NGOs. 
Mr. Jean Zermatten (Switzerland): Elected 2005 (till 2009). Lawyer by training; director of International Institute for the Rights of the Child. Areas of expertise: children in institutions, alternative care and detention centres, child participation and right to be heard, discrimination (indigenous children, asylum seekers), domestic violence, criminal responsibility.
ANNEX 2:
Outline of the Day of General Discussion, 21 September 2007

"Resources for the Rights of the Child - Responsibility of States"

Investments for the Implementation of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of Children and International Cooperation (CRC art.4)
The context: resources for children and the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights
3. For the purpose of reporting under the Convention, the Committee has grouped the Convention’s provisions in eight “clusters” of articles. Article 4 has been included in the first cluster entitled “General Measures of Implementation”. This demonstrates how essential the implementation of article 4 is in order to implement the whole Convention effectively and explains the importance the Committee attaches to it throughout its dialogue with States parties. 

5. One of the main aspects of article 4 to which the Committee devotes much attention, is States parties’ responsibility to provide adequate resources for children and to prioritize the best interests of the child in their economic and social planning as well as in budgetary and fiscal policies. Investing in basic social services for children is an essential precondition to reach the goal of universal access to basic social services and a fundamental step towards the eradication of poverty. 

6. Under article 4 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, States parties are required to “undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative and other measures for the implementation of the rights recognized in the [present] Convention”. However, its second sentence suggests that - with regard to economic, social and cultural rights - State parties shall “undertake such measures to the maximum extent of their available resources and, where needed, within the framework of international cooperation”. The wording of the second sentence is similar to that of article 2(1) of ICESCR
 and explicitly recognizes that lack of resources may affect the full implementation of economic, social and cultural rights, introducing the concept of “progressive realization”. 

7. As mentioned before, in the guidelines for periodic reports adopted by the Committee in 1996 and 2005
, the Committee has asked States parties to provide, inter alia, information on allocation of budgetary and other resources for children under each cluster of the Convention, the amount and percentage of the national budget devoted annually to children as well as on the measures undertaken to ensure the implementation of the economic, social and cultural rights of children to the maximum extent of available resources. Likewise, in its consideration and review of States parties’ reports on the implementation of the Convention, the Committee has systematically addressed these issues. However, neither in the Convention nor in the Committee’s reporting guidelines or jurisprudence, there is a clear indication of how to assess whether a State has undertaken measures to the ‘maximum extent’ of ‘available resources’. 

Approaches and objectives for the Day of General Discussion
8. In its General Comment n° 5 (2003) on the General Measures of Implementation of the Convention (arts. 4, 42 and 44 § 6 of the Convention), the Committee outlined States parties’ obligations to develop general measures of implementation and already reflected to some extent on issues related to budget allocation for children, the progressive realization of economic, social and cultural rights enshrined in the Convention and international cooperation
. In the introduction to this General Comment, the Committee indicated that, given the complexity of the concept, it was “likely to issue more detailed general comments on individual elements in due course”.

9. The purpose of the 2007 Day of General Discussion is to elaborate in more detail some of the issues raised by the second part of article 4 which require further discussion and consideration and notably the State party’s obligations with regard to the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights. In particular, participants will be expected to reflect on the meaning and definition of ‘maximum extent’ and ‘available resources’, the process of identification of resources and analysis of budget at national level as well as on how to assess whether a State party has undertaken all possible measures to apply its available resources to the maximum extent. Furthermore, aspects related to the identification of national priorities in the allocation and use of resources, the need for a rationale and effective use of resources and for monitoring and accountability procedures for States and other actors in the implementation of article 4 will be discussed.

10. This discussion should focus on those aspects of the issues which have proved most problematic for States Parties to address, and which would therefore benefit from the views and experiences of the wide range of partners the discussion day is able to bring together. Given the complexity of the concepts and issues involved as well as the concerns raised and experiences gathered to date in the Committee’s efforts to address these issues, it is proposed that participants to this meeting be divided in two working groups on the following themes:

Working Group 1 (‘available resources’ and their allocation to children)
11. This group will focus on the concept of ‘available resources’. As a precondition to determine whether resources are used ‘to the maximum extent’, it is necessary to assess what are the resources available in a country. Thus, this group will discuss how to identify and analyze what are the resources available at the national level, including those obtained through international cooperation. Resource mobilization and aspects related to the process of allocation of resources for children, including national priorities and the need to increase transparency in this process will also be considered. Among the main questions to discuss are:

· What does “available resources” mean and how could allocation of resources for children be identified? 

· How to ensure greater coherence, consistency and coordination between economic and social policies?

· What mechanisms and practical measures should be developed to ensure that adequate resources, including through rights-based budgetary and fiscal policy as well as poverty reduction strategies, are devoted to children? 

· What should be the principles and priorities guiding the process of allocation of resources for children at the national level?

· How to determine whether countries have actively sought international cooperation, if required?

· Which body and/or institution should be included in the process and to what extent and how civil society and the children themselves should be involved? 

· What measures should be taken to increase transparency in resource allocation for children? 

Working Group 2 (the use of resources to the ‘maximum extent’)
12. This group will focus on how the resources allocated to children have been used and discuss the meaning and definition of the States parties’ obligation to undertake measures “to the maximum extent” of their “available resources” with regard to the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights. It will also analyze ways and means of ensuring an efficient use of resources and reducing as much as possible their waste. This group will also debate the related issue of a “minimum core content” of economic, social and cultural rights and minimum standards for their realization. Among others, this group could address the following questions:

· How to meaningfully assess whether measures have been undertaken “to the maximum extent” of the “available resources”? Is there a need to establish parameters/indicators to make this assessment? If so, what should they be? 

· What measures should be taken to reduce waste of resources and foster their rational and effective use? And what kind of monitoring, coordination and/or accountability mechanisms should be developed in this respect? 

·   What should be the principles and priorities guiding the use of the available resources for children? How to ensure that the resources are used in a non-discriminatory and equitable manner?

· Is there a minimum standard of economic, social and cultural rights that State parties have the obligation to fulfill? If yes, what are these minimum standards?

Expected outcome
13. At the end of the 46th session, the Committee will adopt a set of recommendations aimed at improving the implementation of the Convention in the area discussed. In adopting the recommendations, the Committee is guided by the discussion day, the recommendations proposed by the working groups and the written contributions. The recommendations, which are intended to provide pragmatic guidance, are aimed primarily at States parties but also at other relevant actors. 

Participation in the day of general discussion

14. The Day of General Discussion is a public meeting at which government representatives, United Nations bodies and specialized agencies, non-governmental organizations, including youth groups, and individual experts are welcome. The meeting will be held during the forty-sixth session of the Committee, at the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (Palais Wilson, Geneva), on Friday, 21 September 2007.

15. The format of the discussion day is meant to allow participants to exchange views in a frank and open dialogue. The Committee therefore asks participants to avoid presenting formal statements during the discussion day. Written contributions are invited on the issues and topics mentioned, within the framework outlined above. In particular, the Committee is interested in receiving information specifically related to the themes mentioned above. Contributions should be sent before 29 June 2007 electronically to:
CRCgeneraldiscussion@ohchr.org
16. For more information on submission and registrations, please refer to the guidelines posted on the Committee's webpage at: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/discussion.htm 

Annex 3:  List of National Child Rights Coalitions, by country, 2006
Prepared by: 

NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Grupo de las ONG’s para la Convención sobre los derechos del niño

Groupe des ONG pour la Convention relative aux droits de l’enfant

Region – Africa

	Country
	Coalition
	Tel/ Fax
	Email

	Angola
	Alliance l’Enfant et la Paix
	CP 6570
Luando
Angola
	

	Benin

	Comite de Liaison des Organization Social pour la Defence des Droits de l’Enfant C.L.O.S.E.

	(299) 21 305237
(299) 21 31 38 77
	Esam_benin@yahoo.com


	Benin

	Coalition Nationale pour le Droits de l’Enfant au Benin
	(299) 305 737

(299) 321 908

	riteib@leland.bj


	Burkina Faso

	Coalition au Burkina Faso pour les Droites de l'Enfants (COBUFADE)
	(266) 364 216
(266) 364 238
	aec.kinda@webmails.com

	Cameroon
	Coalition Camerounaise des ONG pour les Droits de l’Enfant (COCADE)
	(237) 970 238

	deicameroun@caramail.com

	Chad

	League Tchadienne des Droits de l’Homme

	(235) 294031
(235) 925758

	dhsf64@hotmail.com 


	Congo

	Alliance Congolaise pour les
Droits de l’Enfant

	(242) 810 672
(242) 815 374
	

	Democratic Republic of Congo

	Coalition des ONG des Droits de l'Enfant
	(243) 9934 858
	theokabango@yahoo.fr

	Egypt 

	NGO Coalition on the Rights of the Child

	(203) 421 85 79 (203) 54 55 336
	essali@hotmail.com


	Ethiopia

	Children and Youth Forum
c/o CRDA

	(251) 1-42 01 00
(251) 1-40 23 91
(251) 1-42 22 80
	crda@telecom.net.et


	Gambia

	NGO Coalition on the CRC in the Gambia
	(220) 996 666
(220) 995 959
	socialalertgam@hotmail.com


	Ghana
	Ghana NGO Coalition on the Rights of the Child

	(233) 21 768 551
(233) 21 772 148
	gncrc@ghana.com 

	Guinea

	Coalition Guineene pour les Droit de l’Enfant

	(224) 414499
(224) 414251
(224) 413092

	karambayo@mirinet.com

	Ivory Coast 

	Coalition Ivoirienne pour la défence des droits de l’Enfants

	(225) 2156 1833

	bice-ci@africaonline.co.ci

	Kenya

	Kenya Alliance for Advancement of Children (KAACR)
	(254) 2 445 0256
(254) 2 445 0257
(254) 2 445 0092
	Kaacr@kaacr.com
infor@kaarc.com


	Lesotho 

	National Coalition of Lesotho
	(266) 312 279
(266) 310 411
	byrscf@lesoff.co.za 

	Madagascar
	Council Regional pour L'Information et L'Orientation des Driots Hummes et Actions (CRIODHA)
	(261) 2022 28841
(261) 2022 44750
	mimosa@dts.mg 

	Mali 


	Malian Coalition for the Rights of the Child
	(223) 22 5564
(223) 23 2593
	enda-bko@spider.toolnet.org

	Mozambique
	Rede da Crianca
	(258) 1 314 214
(258) 1 314 215
(258) 1 319633
	Crianca@teledata.mz

	Niger
	Reseau Nigerien pour l’Enfance
	(227) 724 444/45
(227) 724 852
	ndouge@plan.geis.com
alten.ong@caramail.com

	Nigeria

	ANPPCAN/NACCRAN

	(234) 493 4005
(234) 42 255 416
	cwln2@hotmail.com
childabuse@infoweb.com.ng


	Senegal 

	COSEDE
	(221) 822 4073
(221) 822 0702

	Vieuxgane@yahoo.fr


	Sierra Leone

	National Coalition for the Protection & Promotion of the Rights of the Child (NCPPRC)

	(232) 76 624 060
(232) 22 224 431
	dcisl@yahoo.com
manaffkemokai@yahoo.co.uk


	South Africa
	Children NOW Network
	(27) 21 671 4216 
	Margietromp@telkomsa.net


	South Africa 

	National Children’s Rights Committee (NCRC)

	(271) 11 3391919
(271) 11 3391933
	ncrc@sn.apc.org


	Sudan
	Child Rights Forum
	(249) 11 467 644
	amalsociety@yahoo.com


	Tanzania
	Network of National Organizations Working with Children
	(255)22 266 7505
(255)741 321947
	nnoctz@yahoo.co.uk
ycic@cats-net.com


	Togo

	Forum des Organizations de Defence de Droits de l’Enfant au Togo (FODDET)
 
	(228) 251 6531
(228) 225 73 45
	Forumtg2000@yahoo.fr


	Togo
	Collectif des ONGs de Protection des Droits de l’Enfant au Togo
	+228 225 8990
+228 225 7345
	waoafrique@cafe.tg


	Uganda

	Uganda Child Rights NGO Network
	(256) 41 543 548

	ucrnn@utlonline.co.ug


	Zambia

	Children in Need Network
	(260) 1 231298

	chin@zamnet.zm



Region – The Americas

	Country
	Coalition
	Tel/ Fax
	Email

	Argentina 

	Comité Argentino de Seguimiento y Aplicación de la Convención Internacional sobre los Derechos del Niño

	(541) 11 154 973 8638/ 4371 9394/4865 4700

	casacidn@fibertel.com.ar 

	Belize
	NOPCAN
	
	Nopcanbelize@yahoo.com

	Bolivia 


	Coordinadora National de Trabajo con Ninos y Adolscentes (CEDECA)
	(591) 234 2863
(591) 211 9121
	

	Brazil 
	Foro Nacional de Derechos de Ninos y Adolescentes

	(556) 1323 6992
(556) 1316 9036
	Forumdca@forumdca.org.br

	Brazil
	Centro de Defesa da Cuianca do Adolescente (CEDECA)
	(+55) 85 252 4202
	Roseno@cwdwcaceara.org.br

	Brazil
	Asociación Nacional de Centros de Niños y Adolescenteso (ANCED)

	(55) 85 253 0034
	anced@terra.com.br
roseno@cedaceara.org.br

	Canada


	Canadian Coalition for the Rights of Children

	(1902) 563 1440
(1902) 563 1902


	info@rightsofchildren.ca

	Chile 

	Red de ONGs Infancia-Childe

	(562) 225 8752
(562) 274 8347

	pidee@terra.cl

	Colombia

	NGO CRC Coalition
	(571) 285 6350
	coldni89@impsat.net.co

	Costa Rica
	Coordinadora de organizaciones sociales para la defensa de los derechos de la niñez y adolescencia
	(506) 297 2885
(506) 236 5207

	cosecodeni@yahoo.es


	Dominican Republic  

	National Coalition
	
	ma.moreno@ns.intec.edu.do


	Ecuador 

	Foro Eduatoriano Permanente
De Organzaciones por y con los Ninos, Ninas y Adolescentes, PO Box 17-07-9234, Quito, Ecuador

	
	

	El Salvador 

	CODENI
	(503) 226 7989
	

	El Salvador 

	Red para la Infancia y la
Adolscenscia

	(506) 298 1096
(506) 298 1284
	redparalainfancia@navegante.com.sv

	Grenada 

	National Coalition on the Rights of the Child

	(1473) 435 0944

	gncrc@caribsurf.com


	Guatemala
 
	CIPRODENI

	(502) 254 1830
(502) 259 1830
	ciprodeni@c.net.gt


	Haiti 

	COHADDE
	(509) 245 5014
(509) 245 2101
(509) 244 3574
	Cohadde@hotmail.com
Lacroixemm@hotmail.com


	Honduras 

	COIPRODEN
	(504) 3733 556
(504) 373 623
	ayo@sdnhon-org.hn
lacroixemm@hotmail.com


	Jamaica 

	Jamaica Coalition for the Rights of the Child (JCRC)
	(1876) 970 776
(1876) 927 098
	carsam@cwjamaica.com


	Mexico 

	Red por los Derechos de la
Infancia en México

	(5255) 5604 2466
(5255) 5604 2458
(5255) 5604 3239

	buzon@derechosinfancia.org.mx
gsauri@derechosinfancia.org.mx
amarquez@derechosinfancia.org.mx

	Nicaragua 

	Federación Coordinaora de ONGs que  trabajo con la ninez y la Adolescencia

	(505) 277 3517
	Codeni@codeni.com.ni

	Panama 

	Comision Panamena para el Cuplimentiento Del la Convencion de los Derechos del Nino y la Nina

	(507) 240 782
(507) 240 782
	

	Panama 

	Comté Permanente Contra el Maltrato Infantil Servicio paz y Justicia

	(507) 224 0618
(507) 223 3162

	seraj_panama@yahoo.com

	Paraguay 

	Coordinatora por los derechos de la Infancia y la adolscencia

	(595) 21 206 736
(595) 21 206 736
	fdb@webmail.com.py

	Peru 

	Grupo de Initiativa Nacional por los Derechos del Nino (GIN)
	(511) 264-0865


	gin@terra.com.pe


	Trinidad & Tobago 

	National Child Rights Coalition
	(809) 627 8764
(809) 625 9622
	ttcrc1999@yahoo.com

	USA 

	National Committee for the Rights of the Child
	(1410) 841 6599
(1410) 224 8764
(1410) 224 3725

	pacancpcal@aol.com 

	Uruguay  

	Comite de Derechos del Nino y Adoscentes 
C/o SERPAJ, Juaquin Requana 1642, CP 11.200, Montevideo

	
	

	Venezuela
 
	Red de los Derechos de la Niñez y Adolescencia
	(582) 12 951 4079
(582) 12 951 5841
	borales@cecodap.org.ve
derechamos@cecodap.org.ve



Region – Asia/Pacific/Oceania

	Country
	Coalition
	Tel/ Fax
	Email

	Bangladesh


	Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum (BSAF)
	(880) 2811 0857
(880) 2911 0017
	bsaf@bangla.net


	Cambodia

	NGO Committee on the
CRC in Cambodia
	(855) 23 218 605
(855) 23 210 390
	 ch.ngocrc@bigpond.com.kh


	India 
	Working Group on the Convention on the Rights of the Child
	(91) 11 616 3935
(91) 11 619 1063
(91) 11 619 6117
	blies@sdalt.ernet.in


	India
	India Alliance for Child Rights
	(91) 11 2651 6276
(91) 11 2432 6025
(91) 11 2431 0959
(91) 11 2432 6025
	mosaicxx@hotmail.com 
wecan@bol.net.in 

	India 

	Campaign Against Child Labour (CACL)
	(91) 821 452 094
(91) 821 451 216
	srlhp@bgl.vsnl.net.in


	Indonesia

	Indonesian Committee for
Children’s Rights

	(62) 61 4567 871
(62) 61 4567 871

	lai@medan.wasantra.net.id 

	Indonesia

	Lembaga Advokasi Anak Indonesia (LAAI)
	(62) 61 567 871
	laai@medan.wasantara.net.id

	Japan

	Action for the Rights of the
Children

	(813) 5281 3455

	pa02375@nifty.ne.jp


	Japan

	Federation for the Protection of
Children’s Human Rights
	(813) 3265 2174
(813) 3230 2172
	sno_poshi@jtu-net.or.jp 

	Japan

	Network for the Convention
on the Rights of the Child
	(813) 3433 7990
(813) 3433 7369
	

	Kazakhstan
	Kasakhstan NGO Working Group On the Child Rights Protection
	7 (327 2) 639461
7 (327 2) 639461
	roza@bureau.kz 

	Kyrgyzstan

	Network of NGOs Working with Children
	(996) 312 681 370
(996) 312 681 091
	youth@elcat.kg

	Mongolia
	National Coalition of NGOs working for children
	(976) 11 310807
(976) 11 310649
	mcrc@magicnet.mn

	Nepal

	South Asia Forum on the
Rights of the Child
	(977) 127 8064

	cwin@mos.com.np


	Nepal 

	Children at Risk Network 
Group (CAR-NWG)

	(977) 1422534

	childatriskm@mail.com.np

	Nepal
	National Alliance of Child Rights Organizations (NACRO)
	(977) 1 427 9231
 (977) 1 427 7033
	concern@mos.com.np

	New Zealand
 
	Action for Children & Youth  Aotearoa
	(649) 828 2209
(6421) 537 011
	tina.sch@ihug.co.nz

	Pakistan

	Coalition Against Child Labour (SPARC/CACL)
	(92) 51 227 9504
(92) 51 227 9256
	Isb@sparcpk.org

	Philippines

	The Philippine NGO Coalition on the CRC

	(63-2) 848-0601, 751-1213 to 15 
(63-2) 848-0051

	Andym@globenet.com.ph
amoll@consuelo.org


	Philippines

	Children’s NGO Network (CNN)
	(632) 254 5091
(632) 255 8016

	clbphils@pacific.net.ph


	South Korea

	Korea NGO Coalition for the
Rights of the Child
	(822) 741 5363
(822) 741 5364
	humanrights@sarangbang.or.kr


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Thailand
 
	Child Workers in Asia (CWA)
	(662) 930 0855
(662) 930 0856
	cwanet@loxinfo.co.th

	Thailand
 
	Working Group on Children

	(662) 982 1477
	

	Vietnam

	Vietnam Committee for the
Protection and Care of
Children
35 Tran Phu Street, Ha Na, Vietnam

	
	


Region – Europe

	Country
	Coalition
	Tel/Fax
	Email

	Albania

	Albania Children’s Rights 
Network (ACRN)

	(355) 4 24 22 64
mobile  (355) 69 21 50 102

	crca@adanet.com.al


	Albania
	Albanian Children’s Alliance
	(355) 4 257415
(355) 4 357419
	childalliance@albaniaonline.net

	Austria 

	National Coalition for the
Implementation of the
UNCRC – Netzwerk Kinderrechte

	(43) 1 4277 27420
(43) 1 4277 27429

	Helmut.sax@univie.ac.at
daniela.pruner@kinderfreude.at
riedl@kath.jungschar.at


	Azerbaijan
 
	Azerbaijan League for
Children’s Rights

	(994) 12 948 142

	league@box.az

	Azerbaijan
	Azerbaijan NGO Alliance for Child Rights
	(994) 12 493 2142
	Relfuture@azdata.net


	Belarus
	Belarusian Network for and with Children (network of NGOs)
	(375) 17 236 0023
(375) 17 236 0973
	belau@user.unibel.by


	Belgium 

	Kinderrechtencoalitie Vlaanderen vzw/
Flemish Coalition of Child
Rights NGOs

	(0032) 9 225 9025

	info@kinderrechtencoalitie.be



	Belgium 

	Co-ordination des ONG pour les
Droits de l’Enfant

	(32 2) 209 6168
(322) 209 6160

	frederiquevanhoucke@lacode.be


	Bosnia Herzegovina
	Network of Organizations Working with Children in B&H
	(387) 5121 8363
(387) 33 657 012
	zdravo@blic.net
m.djeca@bih.net.ba

	Czech Republic
 
	Czech National Coalition for the Rights of the Child
	(420) 234 621 375
	dci.praha@seznam.cz
skitur@terminal.cz

	Denmark

	NGO Cooperation Group for the CRC

	35 36 55 55
 35 39 11 19


	dh@redbarnet.dk


	England

	Children’s Rights Alliance
For England (CRAE)

	(44) 20 7278 8222
(44) 20 7278 9552
	cwillow@crae.org.uk


	Finland 

	Central Union for Child
Welfare

	(358) 9 3296 0215
(358) 9 3296 0299

	 maarit.kuikka@lskl.fi


	France 

	COFRADE
	(33) 145 81 0950

	 cofrade@wanadoo.fr

	Georgia 

	Child Rights Protection Association - CLARITAS XXI

	(995-32) 94 34 48
(995-32) 94 00 09

	claritas@kheta.ge


	Germany

	Abeitisgemeinschaft für Jugendhilfe

	(49) 30 400 40218
(49) 30 400 40232

	Info@national-coalition.de




	Ireland

	Children’s Rights Alliance
	(353) 1 662 9400
(353) 1 662 9355

	info@childrensrights.ie


	Italy

	Gruppo di Lavoro sulla Convenzione Dei diritti del fanciullo

	(39 06) 474 0431
(39 06) 478 83182

	arianna@savethechildren.it


	Latvia
	Latvian Coalition for the UN CRC
	(371) 731 5298
(371) 731 5307
(371) 731 5497

	Glabiet.bernus@delfi.lv


	Lithuania

	Lithunanian Voluntary Advisors NGO Committee on the Rights of the Child

	(370) 5 610-815, 279-111
(370)  5 261 0837
	Erika.kancerevyciene@gelbvaik.li

	Luxembourg
 
	Coalition Nationale pour les Droits de l’Enfant

	(352) 57 0368
(352) 57 3370

	soisson.rob@sl.lu

	Macedonia

	Macedonian National Coalition

	(389) 2 465 316
(389) 2 463 900

	first@childrensembassy.org.mk


	Netherlands 

	Dutch NGO Coalition for Children’s Rights
	(3120) 420 3771
(3129) 420 3832

	 Info@defenceforchildren.nl
m.kaandorp@defenceforchildren.nl


	Norway

	Forum for barnekonvesjonen
Forum for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Norway

	(47) 23 310 600
(47) 23 310601

	Havard.bjerke@lnu.no


	Poland

	Polish Forum for Children’s
Rights

	(48 12) 640 0420
(48 12) 640 0420

	fpd@free.ngo.pl
chlttw@free.ngo.pl

	Romania 
	Salvati Copii
	(40 21) 314 40 50 
(40 21) 312 44 86

	 rosc@salvaticopiii.ro


	Russian 
Federation

	‘Rights of the Child’
Programme

	(7095) 291 5872  (7095) 291 9176

	right-child@mtu-net.ru


	Scotland 

	Scottish Alliance for Children’s
Rights
	(44) 131 527 8200
(44) 131 527 8201

	 

	Slovenia

	Commission for the Rights of
The Child

	(3861)32 3353
(3861) 311 568
	

	Sweden
 
	Swedish NGO Network for 
Children’s Rights
	(46) 8698 9144
(46) 8698 9010

	simone.ek@rb.se

	Switzerland

	Netzwerk Kinderrechte Schweiz Koordinationsstelle
	(41 71) 343 7380
(41 71) 343 7330

	c.weber@pestalozzi.ch


	Turkey

	National Coalition for the Rights of the Child
	(90 212) 263 0300
(90 212) 263 3590

	womanchild@superonline.com
ouzpol@yahoo.com

	Wales
	Children in Wales

	Phone: 029 203 42434
  Fax: 029302 43134
	catriona.williams@childreninwales.org.uk


	Ukraine 

	All Ukranian Committee for Children’s Rights
	(3844) 213 1874
(3844) 227 2398
	 npetrova@ipc.kiev.ua

	Ukraine
	Unite for Children

	
	


Region – Middle East

	Country 
	Coalition
	Tel/Fax
	Email

	Israel 


	Children’s Rights Coalition


	(972) 2563 3003
(972) 2563 1241
	info@dci.org.il


	Jordan 

	NCC

	(962) 6560 6056
(962) 6560 6686
	nimets@ntfc.org.jo

	Lebanon
	Coordination Forum of NGO working among the Palestinian Community in Lebanon
	
	Inaach.a@cyberia.net.lb


	Palestine
	Palestinian Child Rights Coalition
	972 2 240 7530
972 2 240 7018
	dci@dci-pal.org


	Yemen

 
	National NGO Coalition for Child Rights Care

	(967) 1 327 607

	welbashir@scsmena.org 
kassim6@yahoo.com


NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child
 1 rue de Varembé, 1202 Geneva
Phone: 00 41 22 740 47 30 Fax: 00 41 22 740 1145 Email: ngo-crc@tiscalinet.ch
Website: www.crin.org/NGOGroupforCRC
� At its 59th session, the United Nations General Assembly approved the CRC Committee’s functioning in two chambers as of session 41 (January 2006). Both chambers reviewed separately CRC reports and Optional protocol reports. Chamber members were drawn by lottery. Countries reviewed by each chamber were also drawn by lottery. This system was discontinued at the end of 2006.


� See Annex 1 for background of Committee members.


� For more information see point IX below, as well as Annex 2.


�It is important to note that there are limitations to this review process. One of these has indeed been brought up several times by the Committee Chairperson, Mr. J. Doek. He has explained that both the official country reports and the comments made by government officials to questions posed by Committee members during the review, state almost exclusively legislative and official measures taken by authorities. But that they give relatively little information about the very concrete situations in the country, and the real problems children (and adults) have to cope with in their everyday life. With the result that government reports often describe a situation that is more positive than in reality. This remark is particularly valid for initial reports and in general also for second reports. During third reviews the discussion usually includes implementation of the Convention in the form of concrete programmes and projects. 


Breastfeeding is not always mentioned in the government reports and when it is, information is incomplete and eludes, in general, all reference to the International Code, its implementation, company compliance, etc.


For the complete text of the Concluding Observations made to State parties reviewed during this session, go to the web pages listed at the end of section II of this report.


� See Annex 3.





� “Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through international assistance and co-operation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative measures”.





� See in particular CRC/C/58, § 20-21 and CRC/C/58/Rev.1, § 6 (c) and 12 (a) and (b).





� See General Comment n° 5 on ‘General measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child’ CRC/GC/2003/5, November 2003. 








