Nestlé’s Disaster Capitalism

Lactogen "Recover” - Pakistan

IBFAN Monitoring Report
Nestlé Formula Donations & Unethical Marketing
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Situation

Date: December 26, 2022.

Location: Sohbatpur District (Flood affected) in the province of
Balochistan, Pakistan.

Source: Video shared on social media by Pakistani Human Rights Activist
Content: Video shows a little girl (5 years old), with severe acute

malnutrition, being handed three packets of Nestlé Lactogen Recover
products (marketed 0-12 months).



Challenges

= Nation-wide problem of poor maternal,
child and infant nutrition (MoH/UNICEF
2022).

= Extreme child malnutrition - 42% of
children in Pakistan are stunted

(UNICEF 2018).

= [nflux of formulas, bottles, milks & .

Inappropriate u Itra—processed prod ucts A family sits under a tent set up next to their demolished house, surrounded
(IBFAN 2022) by floodwaters, in Sohbatpur (Zahid Hussain/AP)

Sohbatpur District is in the province of Balochistan, Pakistan. Photo from Guardian newspaper of Sohbatpur at the
height of the floods in August 2022






“it will help her recover”

The man can be heard on the video as saying:

“This 5 years old girl is fully malnourished. When | touch
her thin legs she starts crying as her legs are so weak.” He
then proceeds to give her 3 packs of Nestlé Lactogen
Recover and says “it will help her recover. It is not

enough, but the least that he can do right now. He said
her younger sister is also malnourished”.



IBFAN quickly alerted UNICEF.

UNICEF team then rapidly mobilised across the
vast terain of micro-villages in search of the child
to provide direct nutritional support. UNICEF found
the family.

Heartbreakingly, the little girl had died (according
to her parents, it was her first time ever consuming

formula).



What is this ‘Nestlé Lactogen
Recover’ product?

‘Lactogen Recover’ infant formula 0-12 months (Lactogrow 1-3 years) is only
available in Pakistan (monitoring the marketing: “Only available in Karachi”
“Only available in Lahore” etc).

It is important to note, that the reference to the Nestle ‘Lactogen Recover’
product first showed up on 9th July 2019 (see screenshot in the next slide),
after a period of heavy flooding in Pakistan. Its first appearance was on
Nestlé Pakistan’s Facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/Nestle.Lactogrow.Pakistan/videos/62515625465
5814/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_Pakistan_floods_and_storms


https://www.facebook.com/Nestle.Lactogrow.Pakistan/videos/625156254655814/
https://www.facebook.com/Nestle.Lactogrow.Pakistan/videos/625156254655814/

Predatory Marketing

Nestlé Facebook page itself showcases vast exploitative digital marketing
violations, including idealising artificial feeding, cross promotion with
other products, many of which state unfounded ‘scientific’ claims and

discounts.
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NESTLE LACTOGROW Recover is
here!

NESTLE LACTOGROW Recover is here! Give
your 1-3 year old relief from diarrhea so he can
continue to Grow Happy this summer and all
year long!

See less
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Online Digital Marketing Videos of the Nestle “Recover” Products

facebook.com/Nestle.Lactogrow.Pakistan/videos/1551038595077288/
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Ingredients Comparison

Nestle Lactogen 1 Infant Formula Powder “Nestlé Lactogen Recover”
. —L - .
Maltodexrin, Milk solids, Demineralised Ll)-—’>.|d'.3..c
° i ; Maltodextrin, Vegetable Oils (sunflower oil, coconut oil, low
Wh.ey’_ Soy.abea.l oil, Cor.n oil, Mlnerals{ §oya erucic rapeseed oil), Milk Protein, Minerals (calcium, sodium,
lecithin, Vitamins, Taurine and L-Carnitine potassium, phosphate, magnesium, chloride, iron, zinc,

copper, manganese, iodine, selenium), Soya Lecithin, Amino
Acids, Vitamins (A, C, D3, E, K1, Bl, B2, B3, BS, B6, B7, B9,

https://www.dealayo.com/nestle-lactogen-1.html B12), Choline, Probiotics [Lactobacillus reuteri culture

(DSM 17938¢)), Taurine, Nucleotides, L-Camitine, Inositol.

Regarding Lactogen Recover: “First ingredient is maltodextrin. A W ey v 185
o o o 9 Q '( "'. ¢ | . .’ '..“,".1,“5}
sure recipe for gut fermentation and diarrhea. Suitable from birth? “v"‘“';c’“/ s J “/[J qu))’ Jw; u/ A
Not meeting Codex standard for Special Medical Purpose. Babies “Lj#“f_;g»u‘(feg,ésmﬂ)j/"gf,{ e JThr
don't have lactose deficiency from birth. Scary and will only ;,J -
increase the malnutrition and deaths.” SIS (3 T
Feedback from a nutritionist

Maltodextrin is a rapidly digestible sugar — ultra processed, manufacturers add this to improve flavor,
thickness, shelf life... a type of carbohydrate, but it undergoes intense processing. It comes in the form of a
white powder from rice, corn, wheat, or potato starch

https://www.naheed.pk/nestle-lactogen-recover-low-lactose-200g#mz-expanded-view-1617975280140



@ Nestlé Lactogrow @
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= Nestlé unethical marketing, cross promoting Daras 1212 K1 ahanianr ofen
baby Cereal (from 6 months) With toddler éE:E()L(fCNRiS(jTFLEU:;:FTOGROW3kehsaathaapkohmilaygaaikFREE35953chetofNESTLE
formula (Pakistan’s law covers in scope
products marketed 0-12 months).
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https://www.facebook.com/Nestle.Lactogrow.Pakistan/
https://www.facebook.com/Nestle.Lactogrow.Pakistan/

& & nestle.pk/brands/infant-nutrition?fbclid=IwAR20xJ_YBpExXqZQIwZEBeU-FDKQyhIBfaJHRf_DR7SDNopaH4D161nguws (L * ¢ *» 0O 0
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ﬁg@;—,\j\ Nestlé’s Facebook page provides a direct link to their Nestlé
Nestlé Good food. Good life website, which features this image as the first visual page

' viewers see - cross-promoted products...
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